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To the Reader. 


HE favourable acceptance, which the 
generality of ſerious Clriſtians have 
given to Mr. Howe's late poſthimous 
treatiſe concerning the proſperous 
State of the Chriſtian Intereſt be- 
tore the end of time, hath encon- 
raged me to take the fame. pains in 
fitting ſor the preſs the following ſermons of the ſame 
excelent autor concerning family-religion. - The copy, 
ra. 116d by ſome unknown, but skilful! band, different 
fun that by which the Sermons already publiſbed were 
prefered, vas communicated to me by my worthy friend 
Mr, Herman Hood. 

In the treatiſe juſ# mentioned My. Howe ſpeaks of 
wits one of the ways, by which we may hope that the 
Siri goed ont will produce the better ſtate of religion 
ih we are expecting, namely, by means of family- 
der ove generally and vigorcuſiy ſet on foot among 
ble pg, of Chriſtianity. And certainly we canuot 
reaſorally entertain ftrong hopes of the revival of the 
"Wer aß godlineſs either in our own age or the ſuc- 
edng, ei this neceſſary part of the form of it becomes 
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(wv) 
general among Chriſtians. As long as 4 cuſtomary neg- 
left prevails in ſeaſoning the rifing age with- Proper in. 
ſtruttions in the families to which they belong 3 while ow 
youth, that ſpring from parents or are intruſted with 
maſters who bear a Chriſtian name, grow up alt:getha 
diſuſed from the daily exerciſes of ſecial piety ; the ſe: 
of the church will foon be liſt among the men of th! | 
world, and religion muſt die away without fome very f-: 
pernatural reuiuing. ens N 

Tis juſt apprehenſion occafroned that agreement amol 
the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters of this city, of which 
mention is made at the beginning of theſe diſcourſes, tha 
were preached in purſuance of it in the tr 1693, 
engage the attention of their ſeveral congttgacions at an 
and the ſame time to this very great and important du! 
. George Hammond at that time publiſhed à df 
courſe upon the ſubjett, at e defire of the united miu. 
ſters; to whith Mr. Matchew Barker annexed an d 
pendix And Mr. Samuel Slater printed a courſe 
ſermons upon the head. I have been informed, that thi 
general endeavour had the geod effeft by God's ble(ſing u 
- diſpoſe ſeveral heads of families to ſet up religious ext! 
ciſes iu them. 

Another effort was miade lately with as general concat 
rence Ly our miniſters iu the city, en Novemb. 20. 1729 
to inforce the ſame needjul practice; I hope not ai 
without ſucceſs. | 

But ftil! is there not too wiſihl2 reaſon to fear, that 1 
negate? of family-religion ts a growing evil among u! 
Without prying unnece{[arily into the affairs of fam 
it is unavoidable to thoſe who have any converſation 5 


7056 rd, 1% hear from ſuch as have been ſervant! # 
7 -ofia' 


ak 
reſedents in the houſes of many who make great preten-= 
ſons 10 religion without doors, that there is no more ac- 
Lnowledgment of God among them in daily Jamily-devo- 
tion, than if they believed no ſuch being. 
I thought therefore, that it might be ſerviceable to pub- 
% this ſhort ſet of diſcourſes upon the argument ; which 
fear to me to have placed the duty upon the moſt clear 
iid indiſputable foot, Þo as to be fit to reach all that are 
per. io conviction; with a plainneſs for the greateſt part 
ſuitable 10 the meaneſt capacity, and yet with a ſlrength not 
iu le e2ded by the moſt judicious, and at the ſame time 
with @ life aud ſpirituality fit to impreſs every ſerious 
mind, 
it is #0 wonder to find people, who evidently diſcover 
ur. WAR « 11/7 o2ion to religion, hardly drawn to the ſtated 
patice of its exerciſes in their houſes. Till their hearts 
ave touched with a lively ſenſe and relifh of true piety, it 
cut i expeted that they ſhould be forward this way, 
but rale keep themſelves in countenance in their neglet? 
by the mokber of like examples among juch as have not 
al pretence to religion, The wonder is, that any, 
who give roaſon from the reſt of their cunduct fs appre- 
| many them in the Judgment of charity to have religion 
neu- t 19472 Jet ould omit fo plain and profitable a duty. 
50 enen reaſons aledged by ſuch are, either their 
eo expreſs themſebves properly in family-devo- 
amr ; er an juſuperalle modeſiy, which will not allow 


at the d cab leſere others with any freedom of thought 
ag U T wierable poſſeſſion of themſelves. 

malt! And t freely allow, that the one or the other of theſe 
ae with perſons ſincerely religious, ſo far as 
e term from the performance of family-worſhip 


ham f L 


c 
to edi ficat ion, at leaſt at firſt, without the aſſiſtance F 
forms.” But in God's name let none continue the omiſſur 
of fo plain a duty, out of a ſuperſtitious prejudice 4- 
gainſt precompoſ- ed prayers. Our forefathers the Puritay 
were far from having an aver fion to forms as ſuch. Ny 
is our diſſent founded upon a diſlike of all uſe of them cru 
in publik ; we only declare againſt the uſe of fome pas 
Jages which appear to us exceptionable, and againſt bein 
ſo tied down to them, as to be obliged invariably 10 U 
them without alteration or additions Moſt ſober writn 
Þ.ave concurred in adviſing to make uſe of them in i! 
caſes mentioned, till people can arrive at more improv 
ment of judument and a greater preſence of mind. Man 
Difſenters haue publiſhed forms for the aſſiſtance of thi 
to whom they were needfull * As in Mr. Baxter's Famil. 
book; M.. Murray's Cloſet-devotions, recur nu 
ly Mr. Henry; Mr. Henry hath publiſhed ſome A 
elf, at the end of his Method of prayer. Aud 
Mr. Howe in one of the follewing diſcourſes declare" 
Judgment for the uſe of them, rather than the duy fon 
be omitted; ſo his practice was agreeable. Taue 
ſmall book in 8 vo, entitled, Prayers for families, 7 
by Mr. Thomas Parkhurſt without any Author aa 
about the year 1695 ; of which the late rewerend iv. 
remiah Smith gave me this account many pe N 
Upon the marriage of a daughter of the right hen 
Philip Lord Wharton, the Lady being deſircs i 
the worſhip of God, kept up in the family into wit, 
was entring, requeſted Mr. Howe, Mr, V am Ji 
lor then his Lordſbip's chaplain, and IA, Smit, 
draw up ſome prayers jor that purpoſe. Mr- Smiths 
cording to bis uſual medeſty, declined bearing 4 I, 


( vii ) | 
ite ſervice, But Mr. Howe and My. Taylor complied 

with the requeſt ; and their 'compoſares were privately 
trinted, and mide uſe of in that Lady's family. ” | 

| 1 only mention theſe things, to prevent the miſappre- 

bogen of any, as if in what I have ſaid Thad offered 
un thing fingular. Al who love religion in earneft, 
whether in or out of the publick eſtabliſhment, whether in 
eg e 1:1 ments they prefer praying by forms or other- 

) ol wiſe, wi! doubt not agree in this; that it is better that 
ena be worſbipped either the one way or the other, 
„ee, and in families, and in publick aſſemblies, 
t ven ſhould live in any of theſe reſpeRs, as 

Maß thor God in the world, 

en unn part, I ſpould be glad that every head of a fa- 

ver fulh capable from time to time to repreſent the 
cu]: of that under his charge with propriety and life, in 

upplication and praiſe and confeſſion, according to all va- 

ping circuriſtancet. But where that cannot be, yet I re- 

to Known or to bear of a family, that ſeriouſly and ſo- 
x; caus tor the Lord in any way, Thoſe who begin 
it a / 1m, may find themſelves gradually imboldened 
% jar'her ; and either totally in time lay that way 
e; or ſometimes pray the one way and ſometimes the 
% as they find the temper of their ſpirits to be; or, if 
amt get over the difficulties, which firſt made it 

ay jor them to uſe the aſſiſtance of others compo- 
"> Ft they may be able gradually to interſperſe a ſen- 
lere and there ſuitable to ſpecial occurrences in their 
ly, without any tremor. 

"ud after al, whether our words flow from the abun- 
the heart, or we endeavour to excite affection: 
Werable tg what the words beſore us Juggeſt - if the 
| God 


| „„ 
God who knows the heart ſees fincerity and true devol im 
in the worſhipper ; it will undoubtedly be accepted, - 
cording to that a man hath, and Bot according to that 
which he hath not. | | 
1 commend theſe diſcourſe; to the peruſal of all ſeriu 
Chiſtians, tho of diſſe; ing perſuaſions in leſſer matter, 
earucſtly begging, that by God's bleſſing they may reach 
the end of the author in preaching them, and of the tran 
ſcriler in preparing them for public view; namel, 
the revival of religion in families, and by that mia 
the diffufing of it far and wide in the preſaut generatin 
and in thoſe which are to come. I am 


Tour hearty well-oiſher 


for your beſt intereſts 
Pre ſcott· ſtreet, My f js, 
May 11. 1726. 
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Preached Decemb. IO. 1693. 
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At XXIV. the clote of ver. 15. 


e for me and my houſe, Se will 
{erve the Lord. 


HIS is the magnanimous rc- 
lolution of that great and 
200d Man, Foſbua, notwith- 
landing the ſuppoſed revolt 
of all "the people of [/rae! 
from God, which had been 
bound to him by the moit 
i and endearing ties. Tho' you, ſays 
1 all go off and apoſtatize from 
05 cen to a man, aſter all the great and 

W105 things that he hath wrought among 
u aud tO! vou; that hal! not —— me: 
3 * Through 


(2) 
* Through his grace, the courſe that I yil 
© take, and that mine ſhall take, whom I ca 
© have any influence upon or any power oye 
* ſhall be the ſame it was. I and my ho 
* will ſerve the Lord notwithſtanding. Thy 
you ſhould all turn Pagans and idolaterst 
© a man, that ſhall not overturn the religig 
of my family or of my cloſet, but the 
* ſhall be ſerving of the Lord till.” 

It hath been au unanimous refolution ; 
mong the miniſters of indulged congrega'in 
in and about this city, to inſiſt upon the ii 
jet of family-worſhip, even all at once, 
leaſt as many as to whom it was pollib| 
and to begin upon it this very day, as 1douw 
not they generally do. And 1 ſhould as |t 
tle doubt the approbation and concurrenced 
divers other reverend perſons in the mini 
who are not of that character, if there | 
been the ſame opportunity of conſulting ti 
and of knowing their ſenſe ; that is, of as mat 
as do ſeriouſſy deſire and covet to ſee the pri 
perous and flouriſhing ſtate of ſerious, it 
and practical religion and godlineſs in our 
But they, who could confer and agree to 
cur in ſuch an endeavour as this, have do 
it with all the cheerfulneſs and unani yer: 
that could be thought: 

Indeed, ſince that reſolution was taken, 
providence hath occurred among us, \ Alc 
ſome might reckon would have diverted & 
altered it for the preſent : A farther ben 
which God hath made upon our congregai 
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the late deceaſe of a conſiderable and very 
ſeful member of ir, worthy Mr. Collet. Of 
hom divers might expect to hear a diſtin& 
count given them; apprehending, that it 
ould not be ſo much an otnament to him 
r to his name when gone, as a means of in- 
traction to them who are left behind. 

But Jam under reſtraint as to this; part- 
r by my relation; but more principaily by 
is 077 expreſs prohibition, who declared his 
nwillingneſs to be made the ſubject of a fu- 
eral. ſermon. And that prohibition was e— 
nal (as any might underſtand,) to the moft 
orious one that could have been made by 
ray of commendation. For it more repre- 
ented the remper of his ſpirit, than my words 
ould have done; the meckneſs, the humili- 
the modeſty of it; and was moſt agrecable 
o the habitual frame, from whence the way 
F his walking procceded ; ſteady, but till 
ul without noiſe; and ſhewed how willing 
Ke as, that his exit out of this world might 
e wich as much ſilence, as his courſe thro” 
Was, 

Jet however, had I been to have preached 
tuneral ſermon upon his account, I ſhould 
Wer nave laid aſide for that the thoughts of 
us text, For I could not have found one in 
© Whole bible, from whence I might have 
pore taken occaſion to repreſent him, as to 
» perion and as to his family, as an example 
1 doth perſonal and domeſtical religion, ſingle 
id 2amily godlineſs. And indeed were they 
B 2 who 
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(4) 
who ptofels godlineſs generally in theſe 7. 
{pcs like him, there would be much le, 
need ot preaching upon ſuch a ſubject, or a 
taking up tuch a reſolution as you have heat 
hath been general in reterence thercunto. 
But it hath been generally apprehended ant 
feared, by tnem whom God hath (et 4 
watchmen amongtt us, that the caſe is toy 
much othcrwitc ; and that the religion of i 
milics lauguiſheth, or indeed hath no plac 
at all in many families, where yet there b 
profeſſion of and a pretence unto godlinel 
above the common rate. For my on par, 
do not know that there is this fintul omi 
lion with any of you that have tamilics; 
do not know that there is: And thereon 
cannot be underſtood, without great inn 
ro me, to intend a reflection upon any Pu 
ticular perſon. But yet tor all that, I cannd 
think a dilcouric upon this ſubject necdlels 
For it is poſſible, many may be guilty of 1 
omiſſion, tho I know nothing of h, vi 
do not covet to pry into tamilics, bcyo! 
any particular occaſion or call that | n1vy 
thercunto. And it ir be to, it 15 got o 
deſpaired ot, bit that through the blend 
God his word may be madè ule of to cc! 
- Conviction and a rdormation of lo great A 
to untuttcrable an cyil. | 
And it is poſſible too, that it muy ich 
for the confirmation of ſuch in that £9 
courſe, as may bc tempted to defilt from! 


For have nonc ever come within the cou 
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of vour knowledge, who have for ſome time 

continued to practiſe and keep on foot the 
worhip of God in their families, but have at 
length abandoned it and given it over? That 
\ a far fouler cate. Tur Wr Hits cjicitur, quam 
on adinittitur It is a morc ignominious 
thing to throw your religion and your God 
our ot your families, than never to have 
zuͤmmted them. I would labour to tortity 
ll, as much as is poſlible, againſt that temp- 
Mon. 


Unch And it is poſſible farther to be uſeful to 
part civers, who yet have not families, but who 
0187: de; fo as to be a guide and incentive 


to their purpoſe and practice for the future, 
when there ſhall be tuch occaſions. 

And even to us all, who are ever fo reſo— 
lure in the preſent ule and for the continuance 
| this holy courte, it may be uſetul for our 
ſuscging to manage this holy work with more 
criout. hesz, with more vigour, with more ſpi— 
ty, and to better purpoſe, than we have 
cen any of us wont to do. 
and as to the ſubject itſelf, you fee the- 
Fords of this text arc very plain words. [and 
W aufe <'i{1 ſerve the Lord. The word, 
loſe, indeed doth ſometimes lignity more 
wer; but it cannot be underſtood to ſignity 
ly thing elle here but an houſhold : And fo 
Ke are faved from any thing oft a diſputation 
Nut that matter. For Foſbua ipcaks only of 
zem for whom he would anſwer, at lIcaſt as 
o their viſible practice, and whom he had a 
B 3 power 


(6) 
power over. I and my houſe will ſerve thy 
Lord. And he contradiſtinguiſheth the cat; 
of his own tamily from the ſuppoſed different 
common cate. For he ſuppoſeth all the re! 
to be gone off to Paganiim or rhe ſervice o 
other gods; notwithſtanding, which the practice 
of his houſe and family ſhould be the (ani 
that it Was. | 

And for the term, ſerve, it is true the 11. 
brew word here uſed is rendred promilcuoull, 
by the Septuagint in leveral places, fo as {ome 
times to ſignify Aaagaa, that is, that tervice 
Which is peculiar and appropriate to God ul 
der the notion of worſhip to him; and {ome 
times to ſignity S&Aaa, fervice in a much 
larger ſenſe. Therciore 1 lay no ſtreis upon 
the word, abſtrattly conſidered ; but on!y cot 
iidered according to the preſent circumilances 
Abſtractly conſidered, it is very truc it doti 
ſometimes ſignify not only ſervice to Gol, Wi 
but to man. And again being referted to 
God, it ſometimes ſigniſies any other {c1vic 
or obedience or duty, beſides worſhip ; 25 We 
arc to obey and comport with his plcatute i 
other things beſides worſhipping of him: A 
then this word ſerves to exprels that (ervict 
But in this place it can ſignify nothing but 
worſhip. That is moſt plain. It fignificth that 
ſort of {ervice, which muſt either be paid! 
the true God, or will be paid to falle 006 
* You may ſerve other Gods; but 1 and " 
* houſe will ſerve the Lord.“ So that it 
worthip or religion that is meant here, 9 

notte 


233 


„%otlung elſe. And therefore about that, there 
ae no place or room left for diſputation. 


tem And now fo much being plain, you find 
rel Wa cvotold reſolution expreſſed in the text. 
e of Concerning perſonal religion The reli- 


tion of a ſingle perſon, folitary worſhip ; that 
worihip, that may be confined to a man's ſoul 
and to his cloſet. I will ſerve the Lord: 
{will be a worſhipper of him, as long as 
e, let the reſt of the world do what 
they Will.” And then here is a rcſolution 
expretled too, | 

. Concerning family-religion ; and that as 
the care ot the family-maſter, the governour 
the family. He did not think he ſhould 
anwer the obligation that lay upon him as 
ſuch, or do the part incumbent on him as ſo 
clued, if he ſhould ſhut up himſelf and his 
el\2i0n in a cloſet, No, but J and my houſe 
wil! ſerve the Lord. Implying his reſo- 
uon, both to do what was incumbent upon 
miclt in worſhipping God even among them, 
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15 vB" to ule the power he had to oblige them 
re 11 ſo compliance and concurrence therein. O- 
Ant ierwite he muſt be thought to have ſpoken 
ni rd, when be fays, As for my houſe, we 
bu /{erve ;he Lords if he muſt not be un- 


1 (hit ':itvod to have the authority in his own fa- 
11d 10 BY to oblige them to attend thereupon, 

one lis the later of theſe, which it ſuits our 
a Fpoic to ſpeak unto; tho' we ſhall in the 


it b 
| and 


the 


ofe, vod willing, look back upon the other 
vo, as there will be occaſion. The text will 
B 4 give 
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give it, and the ſeries of the diſcoutſe will 
lead to it. So that, that which is left as the 
deſigned ſubject of my preſent difcourte, i; 
Familytreligion; the religion that belongs to 
a family as ſuch, and which it belonęs to! 
tamily as ſuch ro ſet on foot and to keep 01 
foot in che family. 

And here I cannot but be apprehenſive, 
that where-cver there is among proteſſed Chri- 
ſtians a diſinclination and averhon from uct, 
a courſe and practice as this, there will be 
(that they may give themſclves a relief, that 
they may have ſome pretcnce and ſhelter s. 
gainſt the urgency of what may be faid i1 
ſuch a caic,) an aptneſs clamourouſly to ind 
and cry out; Hut where is your proof * Wl a 
proof have you, that there ougit to be [it 
a thing as familyreligion? It here is it ie 
quired, that we muſt fo, and ſo often, or i 
fuch and ſuch a continued courſe, attend i. 
God in the performance of family duties, and 
the exerciſes of domeſtical religion! 

I doubt not, but by the blefling of God 
vou will find, that therc is proof clear and 
ſtrong enough ; as it was to be expected theic 
ſhould be in ſo important a caſc, and upon 
which ſo much depends. But before 1 com 
to give you any, I ſhall lay down fomc cv 
things 'by way of preparation and premilc 
As, 

1. That whereas this is matter of doubt, 
and is to be matter of diſpute ; that * nich 


is doubted of, is to be generally ſuppoſcd * 
lle 


1 
the ſubſtance of the thing ſpoken of, but only 
tus or that circumſtance. I hope that gene- 
ry ehe matter that any would have brought 
o ditpute, or for which they would deſtre 
proof, % not, whether there ſhould be any 
uch thing as religion in the world, or no. 
Jer cannot be the queſtion with any, that 
e themſelves Chriſtians, with any reaſon or 
nodefly, at leaft till they have renounced that 
eme: Nor can any make that a queſtion, 
confiltently with themſelves and with the 
Games of human nature, unleſs they will re— 


ve, 


Ach 
00 
bat 


„oc che name of Man too. Bur the queſ- 
en ruſt be, whether there ought to be re- 
Ron ura family as ſuch ; and to be perform- 
Ie, aud ſo often, or in fo orderly, con- 
ed aud ſtated a courſe. Herenpon I would 
f it dad, | 
Ii :, Tha! where the ſubſtance of any duty is 
1100 ade be plainly required, it would be the 
and Wl arcatonable thing in all the world to 
"ow ic off, upon a pretence, that ſuch and 
C circumſtances are not injoined. Nothing 
ande more unreaſonably abſurd than that. 
thele or 10 vo would come to throw out of the 
upon ed tlic moſt undoubted parts of all religi- 
come hat loever, the moſt eſſential, moſt noble, 
e fubltuntial parts. There could be nothing 
mil. er, and perſonal religion upon ſuch 
Ns, For inſtance ; at this rate a man ſhould 
abt cicaied from ever remembring God as long 
chich ee lived, from ever having any thought of 
d . becauſe ſeripture doth not expreſſly tell 
the 


us 


(10) 
us how often in a day we ſhould think of 
him. And the ſame may he ſaid of all other 
vital aQts of religion. At this rate no body 
ſhould be obliged to love God, becauſe we 
are not told how often in a day we mult put 
forth an act of love to him: and no body 
ſhould be obliged to fear God, to excrt an 
reverential acts towards him, becauſe we are 
not told at what hour of the day it muſt be, 
And ſo for ſocial worſhip, there could be no 
ſuch thing upon theſe terms: If any mai 
ſhould ſay, I am not obliged to worſhip God 
in Chriſtian ſocieties any where, becauſe he 
hath not expreſſly told us, you ſhall come 
together at nine or ten or cleven a clock tor 
ſuch purpoſes. And fo under that pretence iſ 
here would be an end of all religion, becauſe iſ 
every circumitance, and particularly this of 
time and frequency, is not ftated exprefl) 
and determined in ſcripture. I add, 

3. That whereſoever the ſubſtance ot any 
duty is expreſſly injoined, and the circumſtances 
are not determined; if it be plain and ei. 
dent, that the thing is neceſſary, (and | vii 
now ſuppoſe, that ſo family- religion is, as we 
as religion in general, as that which I hope 
you will ſee proved;) Then it is left to us f 
chuſe the circumſtances ; but not to cul 
them arbitrarily, or unfitly, N inconſiſtent} 
with the end and deſign of the diy. This is 0. 
of che good man's characters, eM + or tn 
his affairs with diſcretion. Pl. 11 
Judgment, as the word admits to be 


* 

7. 

% 
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ee jaciciouſly conſiders the ſeveral obligati- 
ros that lic upon him, fo as ſeaſonably to 
dy awer them all. If the thing it telf be mani- 


i{tly enjoined, it is required of us, that we 
find out the way of circumſtantiating it, ſo as 
may molt comport with the mind and plea» 
are ot the Legiſlator in laying us under ſuch 
an obligation : And at our peril be it, if we 


are 
be, s not find the circumſtances, when the thing 
no W's cequired to be done. 


As for inſtance, to ſuit this with a paralle 


nal 

God ae; you know it is an obligation upon fa- 

« he mr-maſters to take care as to externals for 
them that are of the houſhold. He that doth 


wot provide for them of his own houſe, hath 


8 bol ' * . . . 

ence «11d the faith, and is worſe than an infi- 
oc e. 1 Lim. 5. 8. This charge lies upon kim, 
i« flat according to his ability he is to provide 


or his domeſticks: It is inforced upon him 
general law and precept; Thou ſhalt do 
murder. He would be a murderer before 


| aſt) g 
ances d, and before all rational and conſidering 
| evi- e, that ſhould famiſh his family, when he 
gad provide for them, and when his pre- 
- well erde is nothing elſe but this, God hath not 
hope ed me in his word how many meals they 
us 10 BY all have in a day, or at what hour of the 
chul Gy l am to dine or ſup them; He hath not 
Cents MY d, it Cali be at eleven or twelve or ont 
. is 0: WY ock, or at ſeven or eight, that I ſhall ſo 


and lo provide for them.” This man will 
* nothing leſs a murderer, than if the parti- 
hour were told him in the bible, when 


he 
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he muſt take care that they ſhall have thy 
which is convenient and competent for their 
meat and drink. And I hope, in proceſs 0 
time we ſhall come to cvince, that they an 
not leſs liable to be found guilty as murderer 
before God, that do tamiſh the fouls of 
them that arc committed to their charge 
but that that guilt is unſpeakably more foul 
and horrid and hatctul. And therefore | b 
U | 

4. That when any thing by general rules 
enjoined in {cripturc, then we are to it our 
underſtandings in deducing and bringing dow! 
that genera! rule to particular cates. tor thc 
{criptures were writ not for brutes, but to 
men; for an intelligent ſort of creatures, tha 
Have underſtandings about them, and are e 
pable of uſing them, fo as ro deduce and co- 
le& particulars out of generals, and to as t0 
infer from ſuch and ſuch plain grounds flit 
ble concluſions and inferences : And what 
by manifeſt and juſt deductions to be dia 
from a ſcripture-ground, will equally oblas 
as if it were certis verbis expreſſed in 
{cripture itfelf. God doth ſpeak to us as mei 
and it doth not beſeem the Majeſty of 00 
to trifle with his creatures. Indecd it wont 
be thought unfit for the majeſty of a Pr 
a ſecular Prince, to deſcend to every fit 

unctilio, when his mind in his publick cd 
is plainly enough expreſſed. It may bete 
be expected, that there ſhould be a grand 
obſcryed by the ſupreme and univcr'a! 4 
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of all ; and we ſhould nor expect him to deſcend 
to every minute thing, to gratity the litigious 
cavilling humour of cvery one that hath a 
mind to find all the flaws he can in God's 
Commands, rather than obey them; even all 
the flaws and defects that he can any my 
uppole. , 
The great cry in this caſe is, © Is not the 
cripture a perfect rule both of faith and man- 
vers? And therefore what is not to be tound 
there, as to faith, we are not bound to be- 
nene; as to manners or practice, we are 
nor bound to do.“ This is the allegation, 
hen au have a mind rather to throw off ſuch 
| vicce o duty towards him that gave them 
cath, than to comport with his mind and 
Calure init. I therefore add, | 
hat divers things, not ſo expreſily con- 
ied in jcripture, wül be found cqually to 
live, if they be matters of practice. They 
ll equally oblige to tuch practice, tho not 
% many words expreſſed in ſcripture, it 
any other light, than what is contained in 
IMture as lach, it ſhall be made to n 
they arc juſt and neceflary. 
* Wul ſay, What other light ? IG; The 
Ut and {az of nature. For we are to know, 
jt the {eriptures were not written to repeal 
* Ot Nature, That is an unrepcalable 
never poſſibly to be repealed, while God 
0 and man is man. For therefore is it 
cl the law of nature , becaule it teſults from 
* Mreipondency, between the nature of 


man 
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man and the nature of God; and fo is 3 
impoſliblc to be repealed, as it is impoſlibl 
at once, that God ſhould be ungodded, and 
that you ſhould be nullified and reduced to 
nothing. It is true indeed, if the former wert 
the latter would be: But the former beim 
altogether impoſſible, as long as a reaſonable 
creature continucth ſuch, the obligation of thi 
law of nature will unalterably lic upon it. 

You are therefore to confider z Was ther 
no ſin or duty in thc world, before the ſcrip 
tures were written, for two thouſand year: 
together ? when we are told, that before ti 
law fin was in the world; but ſis 1 
not imputed, when there is no law. Rom 
$. 13. And thetefore there was this law d 
nature, in reſpect whereof men are 4 law 
to themſelues. Rom. 2. 14. That is, if tix 
will look impartially and faithfully into the 
own ſouls, and not wiltully overlook tht 
natural dictates and ſentiments; if they wil 
commune with themſelves. And the vt 
writing of the (ſcriptures doth ſuppoſe this,? 
all preaching according to the ſcriptures {i 
— it. Otherwiſe what means thc apoſii 
ſay ing in that text, 2 Cor. 4. 2. Recom!# 
ing our ſelves to every man's conſcren't! 
the ſight of God? That, which upon an 
partial appeal to the conſcience of à man 
the ſight of God he ſhall be obliged co fu 
is juſt and equal, binds his practice, and 
its ground in ſcripture too, tho cverf © 
cumiſtance relating hereunto be not ſound - 


ſ 


-” 
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Scriptural revelation doth graft upon nature, 


$ as 
ible at is, it ſuppoſeth us men. Otherwiſe to 
and {What purpoſe were it to put ſuch a book in- 


o our hands; if we were not with depen- 
ance, with ſubordination, to apply our own 
nderſtandings to conſider what is contained 
here; (till expecting and looking up ro the 
aher of lights, from whom this collection of 
ruths doth come to us, that he would irra- 


{ to 


lcern his mind, as it is ſignified to us the 
ne or the other way? All appeals unto the 


year 
e ements and conſciences of men were in 
n n and to no purpoſe, if What I now ſay 
Rom ere not to be admitted. I ſpeak ro 
aw / nen, lays the apoſtle; judge ye what I 
11 Cor. 10 15. God's own expoſtula- 
f wers with men ſuppoſe it. Are not my ways 
o thc” re not your ways unequal ? Ezek. 
c the 22. All this doth (ſuppoſe, that there is 
cy vi alerſtanding and a conſcience, that is ca- 
„c eo judging: And whatſoever ſhall ap- 
is, Ar jo! and rcquiſite and neceſſary unto that 


plc, muſt be underſtood to oblige by the 
wority of the ſupreme legiſlator, whoſe 
this is. For he, that has made us and 
de our natures, has made this law that is 
ten there. 

Fbcrefore this law is an inviolable law, and 
deeply fundamental to all that we have 
ned in the bible; which is but a ſuper- 
1 whit, Inaſmuch as it is moſt true, that 
e of nature doth not declare, what is 
to 


late or direct our minds, and enable us to 
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to be donc by apoſtate and loſt creatures i 
order to their recovery; therefore: a tupy 
vening light is ncedſul. The law of nary 
was imprelled upon the mind of innocen 
man, and reſpected his innocent ſtate. But the 
thoſe that were obligations of duty laid up01 
him in that ſtate, arc inceſſant obligation 
What! ' will God lay, Becauſe my creatut 
has made a defetion from me, thall he h 
his own fault excuſe himiclf from duty, a 
nullity tlic obligation of my law? If ti: 
did oblige men to worthip God, and ob! 
ſocieties ro worſhip hini, ictler ſocictics, (iy 
poſing there had been ſuch, -while the ſtate 
innoccney laſted; do we 0s that that of 
ligation is taken off by fin, by men's han 
offended and made a defection from God 
if men could nullity God's laws. by diiobd 
ing them: And therctore, I ſay, what 0! 
by the law of nature appear to be neccllar 
will equally oblige our practice, as if it wel 
in ſo many expreſs words in ſcripturc. Al 
in the laſt place, I propoſe this to bc co 
dered too, 

6. That it is a maſter- piece of the den 
artifice, to oppoſe the means of our direct 
in matters of practice to one another, and 
their common end. And they are molt f. 
pid creatures, who will ſuffer themtehe! 
be betooled. by him in this matter. 4 2 
artifice of che devil! firſt ro go about to & 
pole the light of natarc, that is 1 | 
truly ſuch, (and there are characters, b. 
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res t may be diſcerned, tho' that is not the 
lupo bac of chis hour 3) unto icripturc-light ; 


dau then to oppole one piece of ſcripture to 


occnlWotizer ; and then to make it be thought, 
; 011027 1)! together is inſufficient to the true end: 
| up: clic to (er the means againſt the end. This 


tion ercat deſign that he-hath been driving, 
cat ace there was a church in the world; 
1c "id to engage men in broils and diſputes 


„ al 
* ti 
ob! 
s, [up 
tate 0 
Nat 00 
i 
od! 


on luci ſeeming oppoſitions; but all to 
ert the practice of what was really moſt 
clarv unto men's ſerving of God in this 
rid, and their being happy with him in the 
ir; And then to repreſent the micans as 
ficient to the end, and by conſequence 
oppolite; as if all together would not ſerve, 
ale duc alone will not. As indeed 
ob is plain, that the light of nature alone 
© 000 not {ſerve to enable a man to glorify 
ess God, and ro conduct a man to a 
aß (clicity in him: Therefore, ſays the devil, 
S0t no ute at all; and ſo men arc to be 
en up to Enthuſiaſm : Thus he impoſeth 
Vn one ſort of men. Again, if ſuch and 
u things be found not to be contained 
My in che {cripture-reveiation, then ſcrip- 


000 rec) ation alone is repreſented as inſuffi- 
jt 11 tiereupon there muſt be I know 
are? low many traditions and inventions of 
ene upon, ro ſupply or make up the 
t to 0 «s of {cr1prure ; or otherwiſe, upon pre- 

„es inſufficiency, the end, that ſhould 


aßen by it, is repretentcd as impoſlible to 
| 2 be 
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be ſerved; and the ſcripture ſhal! be preten 
ed to throw religion our of the world, . 
cauſc it is no ſufficient means to feryc j 
And ar iat men fhall be leſt to live um 
giouſly, according to the difinclination 2 
bent of a diſaffected heart. 

God hath not left us altogether 7 
of Satan's devices; and in vain is the 
ſpread in the ſight of any bird. When! 
would ſo grofily impoſe upon us in ſo pl 
caſes, we are very fooliſh creatures, filliertl 
the ſillieſt bird, if we will ſuffer our ſclye 


to ſuch parts and picces of our religion, 
upon which all our preſent comfort: 
welfarc, and our future and eternal hope 
{o immediately depend. It would be gt 
folly in fo plain a calc, 

Do but conſider a little, wherein this d 
appear moſt plain, ſo that every one maj 
derſtand it if he will. Take the mot! 
queſtionable and indiſputable things, that 
within the coinpais of natural * revel 
and that cannot be underſtood tc ferve « 
ill purpoſe, or to gratify any corrupt | 
nation in the heart of a man, but direct 
coatrary ; Take theſe natural ſentiments, 
take the whole compats of ſcripture tog 
with them; and here is that, Which in Pa 
of rule both for faith and practice 5 © 
way ſufficient to ſerve its end. {NV henl 
lay, the ſcripture is a compleat rule, * 
not mean as ſevered and cut off fromm te 


+ » 


of nature, or in oppoſition to that, or as 
xduding that; bur as including it; and as 
excluding only the unneccſſary and arbitrary 
Inventions of men, and the additions that 
they think fit to ſubnect to it. Take the 
(ripture, in conjunction with the frame of 
moſt unqueſtionably natural dictates and ſen- 
ments; and here we have an entire diſco- 
of all that is requiſite to our acceptable 
Faking with God. And indeed all thoſe 
nore cilential neceſſary dictates of the law 


nature are contained in the ſcripture. But 


' 


icre are many things, that are ſtill to be 
borrowed from thence, which may reſpect 
he matter of undetermined circumſtances z 
nd circtunſtances of that kind, that they are 
neceſſary to actions to be done. Nor meer» 
unnecetlary circumſtances. For if any would 
x their advantage and occaſion from thence, 
0 acvite what circumſtances they pleaſe z 
lat is a groundleſs and injurious pretence. 
There can be no action done but with cir- 
unſtances; and the determination of ſome 
cuenſtances is neceflary : As, it is impoſſible 
r an allembly ever to meet together, if they 
Y not agree upon a time: There can be no 
i thing as ſocial worſhip, if the perſons 
WC to aſſociate do not agree. Such a 
Kmilance as this is neceſſary, becauſe there 
400! be worſhip without it. But for un- 
larry circumſtances, which ſignify nothing 
0 ihe work, and without which it may be, 

SI and 
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and may be as well and perhaps better; the; 


gether. And therefore all that is ſubſtanti 


1 


cannot be fetched from the law of nature 
But from the law of nature I can fetch ti 
circumſtance; if I be obliged to worſhip God 
then 1 muſt find ſome time for it. And! 
perſons b:-obliged tv worſhip God together 
then they muſt find ſoinc time to come to 


in religion, tho' a great deal of it be in ti 
law of nature, you have it over again 
tcripture : And for whatloever of circumſtan 
is ncceflary unto ſuch exerciſcs of religion 
it you have not all thoſe circumſtances in ti 
{criprure, yet the law of nature compare 
with ſcripture will oblige you to find out! 
Circumſtances; ſuch as by which it al 
poſſible for the injoined duty to be done, a! 
tuch as without which it cannot be done. 
And ſo in this ſenſe the ſcripture 1s a). 
fect rule, in oppoſition to unneceſſar i 
tions ; but not in oppoſition to the necella 
parts of the law of nature, or whatſocver !! 
is neceſſarily to be directive to us in. 
if ſcripture ſay, Vorſbip God; the 1a ( 
nature faith the ſame thing; but it owe 
above obligeth me to circumſtance it a 
and ſo as that the thing deſigned maß 
poſlible to be done. And if bot! (Og Cl 
do lay me under an obligation to * 
that part or kind of religion and duty: 
obligation will be iaditpurablc and {1ditpe 
ſible nercupon. 


21) 


the 
lature 
ch til 


p Coe 


Cod Willing,) go on hereaſter to cvince to 
ou the obligation that is upon us to fami- 
Sori; on the governors of families to 
ike care, that it be ſet up; and to oblige 


And! | 2 

. Im under their charge to concur ; and 
ues | 1 
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ic Obligation ſpontancouſly and willingly 
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Ecauſe I lay a, great fixes in the a 
gument before,ys,upon-the /.7% 0] 
nature, as you may ce. wa 
hath been already Offe red; 
be requiſite, before 1 procecd, upon the bor 
laid grounds to the proots, chat I ould 
viate ſome things which may arifc in 
minds of ſome or other concerning ti 
law. | | 
Obe. lt May be laid; To lay 4 2 'e1gil 
in this maiter utou the law of mature, | 
zo lay it uon the 10ſt D {hong 
all the world. Who can te I, wha: the li 
of nature is * How o:ſture and 7 * A 605 
dub ous aud mutable a thing doi, i erg 
to ; dt ndiug with ou, man 101 
or that aprehents ion or fancy or 770 LA 
and with th: rs upon another ? 
10 te 4 woud fay, as follows. 
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1. The law of naturc, as it lies in the 
a of men, is a mighrily ſhattered thing; 


2. lt is not PREY obſcure in all things. 
— R 


3. In reference to what I deſign to appcal 
0 it in, it is moſt clear and indiſputable: 
rad 1 hall lay a. weight and ſtreſs on it 
v here elſe, but where it is ſo: 

4, As to what relates to this matter, reli- 
on and the worſhip of God in general, and 
which we ſhall afterwards have occalion to 


$10 vcry plain, that is, the general i3 fo plain; 
at .inay be as ſure what the law of nature is 
1 the cate, as I may be that contradictions 
unt be true. For the worthip of God or 
6/100 doth carry that in it, the aſſertion or 
fication whereof mult as neccflari! y exclude 
e Contrary, as one propoſition muſt cxclude 
Nicer contradictory to it. 

to: inſtance. When I worſhip God, my 
pochen of him doth imply theſe affirma- 
ons au ie; that he is ſupreme, that he is 
e dest. H beings, that all things do depend 
on aun, that I have my own abſolute de- 
endence upon lum, that in his favour ſtands 
y ltte, that his diſpleaturc and anger towards 
© not rcconciled muſt be a mortal and de- 
Wire ting to me. My declining or re- 


on i Ing to worthip him implicth all the con- 
10/17 <ations. If the former affirmations 
ns e {and the conſcience of every man 

de appealed unto, whether they be not 

1 1 C 4 true;) 


ante and draw down to family-worſhip; it 
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poſtles expre ſſion is; that muſt ſuppoſc it 


624) 


true;) the contrary negations can no mot 
be true, that is, the contradictory, than it i 
poſlible for the ſame thing to be truc and falſe 
So little do we need to be at an unccr. 
tainty or in a ſuſpenſe, what the law of ne. 
ture, as we ſhall refer to it, is. It is nothing 
clic, but that eſſential reference between Gol 
and his creatures, which, upon the ſuppoſet 
exiſtence of both, is ncceſlarily and unayoid 
ably, whether I think ot it, yea or no. | 
is not an uncertain or mutable thing; it dot 
not depend upon my thinking or not think 
ing of it. Whcther I think or think ct 
whether I ſlecp or wake; if God is and lam, 
ſuch obligations muſt lie upon me neceſſa 
ly and unalterably in this ſtate of the calc 
That is, there are theſe things to be conliderdt 
in God ; and ſuch really is theſtatc of chun! 
between him and me, that I cannot but b 
under iuch obligations. And therefore t 
vain to ſuppole, that the law of nature "1 
thele reſpects is an arbitrary and chanzcv% 
thing: it is no morc changeable, than tl 
eſſential references muſt be between God 9! 
me, while he exiſts, and I exiſt: So that | 
cannot make theſe obligations to be by M 
thinking of them, nor can I unthink then 
into nothing. | 
And when we therefore read of the 1 
of nature as a /aw written in us, as the“ 
have been, before it is written, that 5 


order of nature before. For what is it 4 
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written? Something that was before, at 


in the order of nature. Thoſe mutual 
eterences muſt be between God and us, which 


ue only founded upon our own natures : 


key had a pre-exiſtence; that is, whether 
ne be any ſuch impreſſion upon me or no; 
{ it remain, or if it be blotted out, that doth 
ot nutiify the obligations between me and 
w maker. And if thoſe obligations do un- 
Itcrably and indiſpenſibly lie upon me in re- 
erence to my ſelt, it will be a very eaſy 
eauction, when we come to that, to ſhew, 
ht tuey muſt lie upon me alſo, in reference to 
byſe that I am concerned for. And hercupon, 
bo aſter the apoſtle we call this 4 la writ- 
n in our hearts, we muſt conſider it as an- 
ecedenr to that impreſſion. Cicero a hea- 
en calls it on ſcripta ſed nata lex, a law 
0m with us; which reſults from the very 
Mtence of fuch a creature, of ſuch a nature, 
ated to the ſupreme being as his off-(pring, 
one that hath immediately been raiſed up 
of nothing by him. 
bat now upon all this, ſuch preparatories 
uv torelaid, we ſhall proceed to the proof 
f what hath been aflerted ; that is, 


Dar it is incumbent upon the governors 
of fainilies to take care, that there be 
ſach 4 thing as family. religion preſerv- 


ny kept up in their families as 
«h, 


We 
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exerciſes of religion in families, we do n 


dinance can have place in a family. We & 


* — — 


We muſt here note, to you, that by th 


126 * 


mean, that all the exerciſes of religion m 
be there; that every inſtituted chriſtian or 


not intend that, unleſs in ſuch familics 1 
may be alto. churches; as we read of ſon 
ſuch in; ſcripture. But we mean ſuch exe 
ciſes of religion, as a family is the capabl 
ſeat and ſubject of ; as it is of thoſe parts 
meerly natural worſhip, which are wont u 
be referred to that head: As prayer, compte 
hending conteſſion of fin, and thankſgivir 
for mercics ; and inſtruction, the endeavour 
knowing and of being acquainted with tt 
mind and will of God, touching whit v 
ate to believe concerning him, and rouctis 
what we are to do in a way of duty tows'l 
him. Theſe are things, which lic within d 
compals of natural worſhip, 

It is true, that there are inſtituted ordinal 
ces of worſhip beſides, (as even theſc mention. 
arc iaſtitured, as well as natural z) that doe 
long to a certain ſpecified / 1ceat and 1ivjet 
to wit, ſuch and ſuch ſocictics, which il 
very inſtitution itſelf doth characterize 4 
notify as the apt and convenient ſcat 4 
ſubject of ſuch worſhip. Thoſe I do" 
ſpeak of. But that ſuch parts of worthip, UN 
have been ſpoken of, which arc natuta 
well as inſtituted, vis. praying to God, ® 
inſtruction in the matters that concern d 
wards hun, do belong to families as _ 


. (ap) 
al labour to evince and make out to-Yu, 
nd 1 ſhall endeavour to do this, partly upon 
al, and partly upon ſcriptural grounds. 
And 1 ſhall do it in reference to theſe; 


VG things; 5 


|. To the ſubſtance of family- religion; that 


by ti 
10 no 
1 mu 
an Of 


We 0 


lies: 
{ ſonhere ght to be ſuch a thing as family- 
1 cxc{Mſlicio!, containing thoſe two ſubſtantial party 


br bare mentioned. And, 

. To the. frequency thercof; when and 
often ſuch and ſuch acts and exerciſes 
igen onght to be performed. 
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|. That there ought to be ſuch a thing as 
1 made up of the mentioned 
ſamilyprayer, and family. inſtruction. 
[+ % 1 ſhall labour to make out this to 
upon rational grounds. And to that 
pre 3 thall give you one general at- 
nent, from the notion of religion gene- 
 037dered: Which, as ſuch, muſt be un- 
od to carry with it a double reſpect, 


zrd1nad 
LONG 


: do "8 | To its Objed!, the great God: And, 
110”, 10 its ſabect, a rcatonable or intelli- 
nich tl ke creature; or a collection of ſuch, by 


dom it is ta be performed. Under the for- 
notion, or in the former reference, it 
0 be looked upon as A duty to him, to 
vn | pcrform it, or ſuch and ſuch exer- 
©C0tit, Under the later notion, it is to 
looked upon as a thing neceflary for our- 
e for dur own welfare and advantage, 
ent and cternal, 
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The former notion doth not extinguiſh d 
exclude the other: But it ſheweth, how ad 
mirably God hath connected things, even in 
their natures; and with how tender regar, 
to his creatures, that ſhall continue in, 0 
that ſhall be reduced to an obediential or ec 
vernable ſtate and poſture towards hint: Tha 
they cannot do what is for his honour 25 
glory, but they muſt be promoting their ow! 
true intereſt at the ſame time and by : 
{ame thing: That as religion is an hom 
to the eternal Being, a debt that the rea 
able nature ought to pay him; ſo it is asf 
our ſelves a mcans to refine our ſpirits, : 
purge them from terrcne drols; in the a! 
and exerciſes of which we converſe with 
beſt of beings, the moſt pure, the moſt 2: 
rious, the moſt vital; and ſo derive ai 
livening and purifying influence into our 9! 
ſouls. Theſe notions arc not inconliftcnt 
excluſive of one another: But the author, 
our bcings hath fo kindly ordered the fiat 
things between himſelf and us, that that wii 
ſums up all our duty, ſums up all our fes 
ty too, Love to God: This ſums up all toi! 
are to do, and all that we arc to enjoy. 
one and the tame love, we vitally do a 
can be done by us in point of duty, 4 
vitally enjoy all that can be enjoycd be 
in point of tclicity. Thercſote wonder d 
that there ſhould be theſe two retercnce 
religion, that belong ro it in ittelt moſt 3 
ſtractly conſidered, ſo that we cannot con 
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E e muſt involve 
tion of it, 21 hs erformed 70 

form a os For it muſt be p 

i of theſc : 7 


be 
0 ne. There can b 
y ſome one. | it muſt 
| d 2y Ky but 1 
Olle, and / | 211210Nn, , 
_ one, vital religion, cted in our 
* h thing as God, and ſubje - dag 
| | my ann 
* WSN 0 * Hercupon then, the for- 
, ** rendes with 1 ccording ro q 
WH! Le religion a God ; an 
' 1" ; Conlider age to 
1 4 as an hom 4 homage to 
1 rence, be an h £ 
* OW er (I le | to er 
rouge. found cqually yt a ſingle p 
os een eien * e upon 
cat \ tnen the d indiſpu K 
dite 33 rſons doth ariſe, 8 
eon as to P e. homage to Go 
cb cn a cont nd involves in it. . 
ot een acludes "A moſt excellent "ſhip him, 
an e 5 : As nc 15 . - 1 fo wor 
_ f bligatio! ffection 
* ? cis an o ſition and a 
"ur oe o ther :Poſiti ad 
tem. . . en ; That — TG 
15 , 11 an 
e tov —_ divine 1 þ Leſſing 
ae ich includes a above 4 ; 
ar wi bons in it, 2 9. 3. Hence it = 
r 1. praise. Nehem. acity meaſures 7 <A 
tha! Went, that * oy conlider that ira) m2 
10) - Non. ANC ohts, as you hear por of all 
0 ron thou: ame wee eg, 0 
; x n 7 C 
e divine alted above all b 4 what 1 
ed by Wiencics, be ex ever go beyon 2 
* 
nder Mu then [ 77 i thereunto. 2 
rcnces ein point of x7 3 capacity 
moſt 1 fiCore it cannot be, 
t cone 


of doing, 
ation. If T am capable o 
0 lure oblig 


and moſt excellent being, I am bound to con 
up to that: If i can do more, I muſt Gill, 
that more; and io on fill ; becauſe t 
bleſſed name is exalted above all bleſſing; 
praiſe. If I have a capacity then jy 


unto therefore I owe that duty; whatſoe 
that capacity of mine extends to, I am 


city do meaſure obligation, I am «to do 


decd improved to ſerve and glorify him, 


* thers upon you? Both you and tho! 


© 


. 5 


ſo much in a Way of homage to the ſuprc 


07% perſon to do any thing in a way of 
ty towards this moſt excellent being, whe: 


ſerve and glorify him according to rhe utm 
of it. And if 1 am to be conſidered, note 
ly in my own ſingle perſonal capacity, 
as the head of a family alſo; then, if ca 


that in me lies, that he may have as m 
honour from my family, as he is to have fr 
me; Becauſe it is as much owing, and | 
never overdo in point of duty towards i 
in whatever capacity I ſtand. 

Suppoſe then iny ſingle capacity to be 


that I neglect the other; may not he come! 
fay, © There is another capacity in which 
* ſtand, pray what do you for me in 
Do you owe me no duty, as you de 
* maſter of a family, and have the care 


* whom you are. concerned owe me daf 
that capacity; and you are concerned io 

that chat duty be done, by rcaſon 0, 
© authority that you have over them, 3 


Obligation that you can ſubordinats. 
, 7 wy uf 
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don them.“ This is implied in the text; 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the 


rl He ſuppoſeth that capacity inherent 


pte | 
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ſe m, chat he could not only do ſuch duty 
ing all nice himſelf, but that he could oblige 
in Nee that werc under his care. 

of vo where is that man, that dare ſtand 
Wan ad lay, It is true I owe all the 
atſoc mage Jam capable of performing, for 
Lamar own perſon, to that moſt excellent of 
ny ul beings, becauſe he is moſt excellent, and 


Note 
ty, 
if c 
o do 
25 m 
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kciuſe” his name is far exalted above all 


tim 10thing, or 1 owe him nothing for 
mamily? Whercas you arc in the capaci- 
of a governor of a family, as well as in 
gle capacity; and may do ſtill more to 
lv that name in your family- capacity, 
u ou, could do in the other alone: But 
llc there is a capacity unanſwered of glo- 


to beg the moſt excellent being, an obliga- 


lim, mul remain upon me to anſwer it, 
come Wy | can never here exceed or even come 
v 1c NR what he deſerves. 

in W 


4, The obligation to religion ariſeth alſo 
n our de pendence upon the arvine being 
Ur fit and for our continued being, as 
vont Creator, and our continual preſerv- 
as conjequently our owner. And can 
Mn ſav, God hath created me, but he 
not cr cared minc! He continually pre- 
and ſuſtains me, but he doth not pre- 
end ſuſtain mine! But if I owe him my 


u ue! 
catc o 
tho 
1c dus 
xnedt 
on d, 
m, aud 
nat! 

ll 


being and praiſe ; but my family owes. 


all, 
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all, upon account of my own depends 


on him, for my being, and for my ho 
and expected well-being, preſent and eter 
is not the caſe fo with my family alſo 
he not the proprietor and owner of that, 
well as of mytcif? Who would not tren 
to tay, God hath no intercit in my fan 
no right there? And if he hath an inte 
and propricty there, ſhall he not be ow 

and have an homage paid him by my f. 

ly as ſuch? And being a certain ſponſor 
them, and ſet over them, am bound to 
all that in me is, that the obligation u 
them be antwered, as well as that pcrſor 

upon my ſclf. 

zay, Thc ducneſs of religion as an hon 
to God, may be farther argued from 74: 


nature of man: Not only with rctcrend 


perſonal, but to domeſtical religion, 1 
naturally not only a reaſonable, bur a fit 
creature. As he is a reaſonable crcatut 
he owes religion as an homage to hun, 

has been the author of this rational int 
gent nature to him. As he is a /ociav/e* 
ture, ſo he owes {ocial religion, or ver 
in ſociety: And in that ſocicty ſitſt, wi 
in he is firſt capable of rendring it, thi 

in his family. This obligation lies upon 


and is always ſirſt to be anſwered. L 


was focial worthip in famulics, be fore | | 
could be other ſocial worthip : And th 

ligation, if it lay once, licth alwavs up 
lame fort of perſons. As God hati made 


( 33) 


cette apt for ſociety, and hath caſt me 
omen Tocieties, I am obliged to worſhip 
1, them, by the very law of my own 


Ute. 


pende! 
1y ho 
deter 
alſo? 
f that, 
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un inte 
be ow! 
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= his debt of religion to God, cven 
tron: 2 family, is to be argued from the 
; (0-/Utution of families. They are di- 
pla ations ſettled by God himſelf, for 
icry end and purpoſc, to be nurſeries 
and godlineſs. If God be the au- 
aich a conſtitution, and if religion 
„for which he hath purpoſely conſti- 
iz; then ccrtain)y there ought to be 
Aion and godlineſs. For the former, 
ling Plainer. "God ſetteth the ſolitary 


an hom nee. Pi al. 68. 6. God hath 10 provi- 
„hi een ſhould not live ſingle and apart 


"ori! in an ordinary courſe; but he 
% e things, that they muſt be united 
7c together firſt in families. And he in 
ou ace makes lo many ſingle perſons to 
o related, as to conſtitute a family. 
nat ul he have theſe families for? Plain- 
be lem inaries of religion. And ſee, how 
gt or that purpoſe may be cvinced. If 


>FCrend 
n, Bi 
ta for 
reatute 
hun, 
nal int 
ciable. 


'Of 

7 bir up aidamental relation in a family, the 
ic, thi 2 uion, be for that end, and was ap- 
upon od for that end; then certainly thę 
. nde in the deſign of its conſtituti- 
fore u Fg that end: But the former is plain. 
nd tut . . relation in the family was, 
5 upon . 4 nt have out of it a godly ſeed ; 

th mad al Conſtitution of ſamilics is refer- 


1 red 


| 
: 
$ 
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| | | 634) 
red to in Mal. 2. 15. Did not he make gef 
one at firſt? And wherefore one ? That hr migi 
ſeek a godly ſeed. He did not deſign the o 
ginal conftitution of that fundamental atio 
by which mankind was to be continucd : 
1 propagated in this world, only tha! the 
| miglit be a continual deſcent of human 
ture; but that religion might {till be tranſm 
ted from age to age. And this defi- of | 
he never quits. For is it a ſuppoſea thir 
that his creature, by revolting from , 
ſinning againſt the obligation of t {a 
which was naturally and primarily 1 up 
him as he was ſuch a creature, ſnou be 
pable thereby of nullifying God's con:::turic 
or making ſuch obligation to ceale ? 
| Nothing then can be plainer, than th if C 
J have appointed families to be nurferics 0! 1 
| ligion from age to age in this world, tore mt 
then be ſuch a thing as family- relig. 
therwiſe why ſhould he ſeck ſuch a 4 
out of human families, more than — 0! ! 
cells of wild beaſts, if there were g 
thing as religion and godlineſs deitgr - on , 
to be kept up in families? How ſhal. Why 
ſpring up with human nature in mn 
there be no ſuch thing as family-god in cb 
fully maintained and kept up i!" ii {ev 
exerciſes of it there? 
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Thus far the obligation unto reli *, 
is a debt to God, and cqually con 1 
milies as perſons, may be plainly in :5c6n 


7 


TY 


tional grounds. And that theſe things were 


one ſe 

1," unapprehenſible ro men, even by natural 
h« offſieht ; tho” they depend not thereupon; for 
Ao becher we underſtand this or underſtand it 


ot, this truly is the ſtate of the caſe : But 
nt the thing hath ſuch a foundation in nature, 
wy be collected hence, that they who have 
al no other light than meerly natural, have 
wrchended an obligation upon them to fami- 
-rclioion, For otherwiſe how came it to 
, that beſides their temple-worſhip, a- 
bong che Pagans they had their /ares, their 
mates ro worſhip in their families, their fa- 
lily and domeſtical gods, as they called them? 
Vence came it to paſs, that Laban had his 
Os in his houſe, which were carried away from 
im by Kachel? Whence was it, that Micab 
i his idol in his houſe, and his domeſtical 
neſt to manage religion in his family? As in 


U 
* 


ca all 

the 
Nan T 
anſm 
1 of h 
e FRI 
m, 4 


dp. 18. you have the ſtory at large, from 
a, 14 

but yon may ſay, All this was but idolatry. 
t then I would appeal to your reaſon 
ily man's elſe; In the room and ſtead of 


an flood that idolatry? Was it to be ſup- 


meh © that it muſt ſtand in the room of irre- 
cs can} or in the room of no religion? Or 
ei Only ſtand in the ſtead of true reli— 

0! Let any man anſwer by the rules of rea- 

and conicience, when hc conſiders this 
on, WT Here was idolatrous worſhip in families 
--110 e Wilder Pagans; they had their /ares, 
ned Hees, What was to be in the room 
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of this? Or what was this to be in the roon 
of? Was it to be in the room of 70 religi 
or of true religion? Sure it muſt be in t 
room of true religion; and that it had (y 
planted. It did not ſtand-in the room of 1 
religion, or no religion was not to be the thi 
which ſhould ſucceed it, if this idolatrous wo 
ſhip were to be removed out of ſuch families 

So may this matter be argued concerningk 
mily- religion and the ducneſs of it; if | 
conſider religion in general as an homage on 
ing to God, and equally owing to him from 
family as from ſingle perſons; and to wii 
a ſingle perſon, if he be alſo a maſter ot 2 
mily, is equally obliged for them as for him 
to do the utmoſt that he can, that it ſhou 


be rendred to God as a debt to the di 
Majeſty. | 
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Preached December 24. 1693. 


o Will 
of 41 O prove that there ought to be 
r him „ ſuch a thing as family-religion, it 


hath been propoſed to conſider 
both the rational and the [crip- 
tural grounds, upon Which it 
ſtands. | 
tif, Fot the former, the rational grounds 
u, we have choſen to inſiſt upon one ge- 
aal argument from the nature of religion; 
uch, as hath been obſerved, is to be con- 
4 under a twofold notion, both of which 
wurally involves; as an homage to God, 
0% an advantage to men: If it de found in 
double reference to concern men in fami- 
uch, then it ought upon both accounts 
mx place there. | 
e have already conſidered it for this 
ole in the former reference, as an ho- 
ij * God. Procced we now to the other 
nch. | 

* Conſider religion as an advantage to 
9 1 men . 


it ſhol 
c Civil 


SER: 


„ 7 Ons i o__ 


n 


governs. And ſo it is a ſort of paternal 10 
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men. And if upon that account too the re 
ſon of the thing doth as much reach my fam 
ly, as it doth my ſelf; then family- religic 
ought to be inferred upon me as a charge, 
an obligation neceſſarily incumbent, as we 
as perſonal religion. Plain it is, that religio 
is the greateſt advantage to a man that he is an 
way capable of. Do not we know, that he 
an undone loſt creature, ſeparate from G0 
having nothing to do with God? It is by en 
ligion, that he comes to have to do with 600 
He ncithertruits him nor loves him nor fear 
him nor deligliteth in him, if there be nor 
gion; for theſe are all the eſſential vital p 
of it. And therefore religion, as it is that! 
Which I have to do with God, is neccſiary i 
me. And ir is neceſſary for mine, as much 
tor me. 

And a twofold conſideration will cvince 
us the obligation, that muſt lie upon tamil 
governors to introduce and to keep up relige 
in their familics, upon this account, as 41 
ceſſary advantage to them; namely, aten 
love, and paternal fidelity. When 1 f 
paternal, it is not as if I would continc 
duty as owing from a parent to a child 9) 
For the notion of paternal gocth farther. 4 
very family-governor is a pater-fani!14s, " 
fort a father unto the whole family; as ap 
is a father to the whole community which! 


and paternal fidelity, that he oweth abe 
chapgcable with in reference to the who 
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wy, who is the head and govarnor of its 
hereupon it is, that duty among all relatives is 


he re 
y fami 


religioMiummed up in the fifth commandment, Honour 
urge, Wy father and thy mother. We muſt there- 
as welWpon underſtand it to be implied, that all ſu- 
relizioM:riors are ſignified by father and mother, and 
e l inferiors by children, the implied oppoſite 


at hc 
m G 
5 by t 
th Got 


tin, Hereupon then I ſay, that - 

, Paternal love doth oblige the gover- 
or of a family, the paterfamilias,” to rake 
ce, that family-rcligion do obtain in his fa- 


fear, as it is a _neceſlary advantage to them. 
no e thing ſpeaks it (elf to plainly, that I need 
ita! puer in it upon it; but only direct your thoughts 
that M ercupon to the contrary, that you may ſee, 
ary M how odious and (rightful a viſage that 


much i'll look. If paternal love do oblige and 


ould prompt to ſuch a care of a family, as 


vince (gt religion may obtain and take place among 
1 fan, as a neceſſary advantage which they 
rel ot want; then the contrary unto this muſt 


as in the root the contrary unto love: And 
pati contrary muſt be the moſt horrid thing 
n Is case chat can be thought, that is, cruel- 
nfine e into the very height: For, as this love 


id ogg tenderneſs, mercifulneſs, compaſſion to 
her. bois of men, that I cannot endure to ſee 
105, erich in ignorance of God and eſtrange- 
1s a p10"! from him and neglect of him; the con- 
wich Tg) muſt nceds ſpeak the moſt horrid and 
nal vod barbarous cruelty ; as if a man ſhould 
h a Wd not care if it was written in his forc- 
who mind not what becomes of the ſouls 
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of men that are committed to my charge, 
care not whether they be ſaved or peri! 
whether they be happy or miſerable to all 
ternity. With how horrid and frightfu 
Viſage doth this look, only to repreſent an 
ſtate the matter juſt as it is! And 
2%, Paternal fidelity doth oblige to it all 
For there is a truſt committed by the great in 
univerſal Lord of all to every maſter of af 
mily, over them that arc under his charge 
and in reference to them he is a truſtee 
is virtually ſaid to every one, by the dini 
law and providence compared and pur tog 
ther; I conſtitute thee my truſtec in | 
* rence to this part of mankind, as many: 
arc collected and gathered into thy famil 
and belong to it, whether naturally or 
* acceſlion ; they are thy charge, I intruſt the 
< to. thee,” Thercupon, as hath becn not 
to you formerly, from 1 Tim. 5. 8. Het 


A 


A 


for thoſe of his own houſe, hath denied 
faith, and is worſe than an mfiacl. T 
word js very emphatical , cores; He ti 
dotli nor uſe his mind and forethought a 
the affairs and concerns of his family. #4 
it be but according to common rcaton cd 
ſidered, how far that providing for ones 0 
muſt extend. And to ſay, that one that d 
it not is worſe than an infidel, is to 12), 
infidels even by the light and Jaw of natd 
may be directed to do much, in reſerencc 


the carc of their families in matters of 15! 
04 


_ = — 


a. As is intimated by what was noted to 


arge, 

peril oa the laſt time about their /ares and their 
» all Nes, their houſhold gods to worſhip in 
htful Wnilics, beſides the worſhip which they uſed 


pay in the temples 3 and whereof you have 
ances in Laban's and in Micah's families. 
nd whereas it may be obvious to ſay, But 
Is was ul but idolatry : This muſt indeed be 


>NT al 


it all 
reat an 


of a (WMonicſicd to be true: But what was to be in 
char: c room of that idolatry? Sure true religion, 
iſtee not irreligion! So that room ſhould have 


cen filled up. And no man, that doth but 
mmune with himſelf and conſult his own 


c din 
Ur 109 


in reiß erdtanding, can allow himſelf upon ſerious 
many oughts to think, I do owe, even upon ac- 
y fail count of a truſt repoſed in me, a care and 
y or eoncern about the outward man of the ſe- 
rooſt te ral individual perſons of my family, but 
mn no von at all about their ſouls; Iam to take 
Heis, that they have meat and drink and all 
e [per peceſtaries for their bodies, but about their 
ical l ſouls lam to take no care.“ Men will know 
e. ae. that they owe an account and a 
He wee account too unto the author of all na- 
7/11 0088". if they allow themſelves to violate the 
ily. MC nature; which is not an arbitrary thing, 
aon oF" not depend upon the minds of men, or 
one's 0" they think or think not: But whether 
that 000 1 think or not, the nature of things alters 
) ſay, but God will be a God ſtill, and a creature 
of ne creature ſtill, and the reſpects the 
erent between God and a creature. So that 


* WM idle miſtake to think, that the law 
of 
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What cxiſts in men's minds; whereas it ! 


conſidered in its objective ſtate, before it | 
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of nature is a mutable thing: Men do ſo in 
poſe upon themſelves, meerly upon this group 
that they think there is no law of nature þ 


even in the nature of things, and their 
tural references to one another. It is to 


conſidered in its ſubjective. Thole reſpet 
that reſult between one thing and anotie 
and eſpecially between creator and creatut 
will be unalterably the ſame, whatſocver is 
is not in our minds. | 

And ſo whether you conſider religion 
an homage to God, or as an advantage to 1 
you ice the obligation that will lic upon me 
cither way unto family-religion. But the 
according to the method propoſed, 


Secondly, I come to evince to you the iu 
ſtance of the thing, that there ought to 
family-religion, from /criÞture-grounds. Au 

1. I ſhall labour to eſtabliſh the gem! 
foundation upon ſuch grounds; namely, ! 
there is a charge lying upon the governo!s 
families to take care, that there be {ul 
thing as family-rcligion ; that there may be! 
ſhifting here; but that they may know, be 
the obligation primarily lies, and where | 
fault licth, if it be not anſwered ; Tit" 
incumbent upon heads of families, to lettle dl 
kecp on foot religion in them. 

1*, If there be a power given them, the 


is Thelc two! 
S a care lying upon them. 11 
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wer one another. But they have a power 
en them. The ſtation of ſuperiority, where- 
God hath ſet them, ſpcaks that. Honour 
fal her and thy mother. In reference to 
inferior relatives of the family they have 
gorerning power: And if there is a duty 
be paid them, then there is a power where- 
ta they are inveſted, that renders them the 
objects thereof. Therefore the great God 
nſelf, ſpeaking of himſelf as inveſted with 
capacities, and perſonating the goveraor 
: family, faith, Malac. 1. 6. A ſon honour- 


hit father: I am à father, where is the 


ur due to me herenpon £ A ſervant 
ret or reverenceth his maſter; I am &@ 
er, where is my reverence Therefore 
uc is an honour and reverence due to fa- 
and raaſters as ſuch, and therefore a 
a conterred upon them; and with a 
vet 2 care cannot but be incumbent. 
, How otherwiſe was it poſſible for 
ug, as here in the text, to undertake for 
amily as well as himſelf? to be a ſpon- 
for them? But _ me and my houſe, 
will ſerve the Lord. : 


", How comes it to paſs, that Abraham is, 
ey commended for this, and his example 


Minended, that he would command his 
d, that they ſhould keep the way of the 
% That he ſhould uſe an authority, and 
in obligation upon them to keep God's 


\ . 
'% that is no doubt, to attend upon the 


les of religion ? 


4x, 


ſon, and thy daughter, and thy man-ſeru 


family. 


gion, the obſervation of the Lord's day; 
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ah, If there were not ſuch a charge and c 
lying upon a family-maſter, what meaning 
we ſuppoſe the words of the ' fourth co 
mandment ſhould have! Thou ſhalt rement 
to keep holy the Sabbath-day, thou, and! 


and thy maid- ſervant, and cven the ſtrany 
a lodger. Whence is this, that ſuch a ch; 
ſhould be laid upon the paterfamilias ? t. 
as is commonly and very aptly obſerved, it de 
comprehend together the conjugal relatiy 
who are ſpoken | to but as one perſon. Tit 
two are one ; and then the other relatives 
the family enſue, 2% ſon, thy daughter, | 
Yea and if there be a ſtranger, he is to pan 
if in the proviſions, in the religion of the 
mily too. And I remember it to have be 
one of the meditations of Mr. Fuller in 
Miſcellanies ; that, having had a perſon 
great quality one night lodged under [tis 1 
as a ſtranger, out of an excels of modeſi 
forbore the duties of his family that nig 
And he hath a penitential meditation he 
on, acknowledging his great fault, and m 
ing very ſolemn reſolutions and vows nc 
be guilty of the like again; bur if any d 
tho' never ſo great, did partake i in tac p10 
ons, he ſhould partake in the religion of 


But that this charge ſhould be laid up% 
family-maſter, even about that piece of! 


ſpeaks a charge from God incumbent up 
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familias in reference to the religion of 
family. NY. 


and it any ſhould yet pretend to have a 


übt; { would have them to conſider the 
mer With- caution, whether there be any 


| charge lying upon them. Truly it con- 
6 men, in Point of prudence, to beware 
they are ſhy of owning an authority in 
r families : For if you ſhould pretend to 
bit, you would teach them it may be to 
bt and to deny it too, and ſo make your 
to ſignify nothing in your family. But if 
s but of {mall concernment to vou; it is 
tne greateſt concern imaginable, in re- 
acc to him whom you reprefent, and with 
ole authority you arc inveſted. You have 
much of the power of God lodged and ſeat- 
n von; and it is treachery and falſhood to 
eat Lord and ruler of the world, to let 
iwnority, wherewith he hath inveſted you, 
iceiefied and lighted and trampled upon, 
t exerted and put forth to the uttermoſt 
ne ends for which he hath ſo ſcated it. 
mc i yet any ſhould think, that ſuch a 
ge is not ſufficiently evinced to lie upon 
; I would very fain know, in reference 
hat relative of the family you think it 
not? For, 
« ln reference to the conjugal relatives, 
de joint partakers therein; and there is a 
ucumbent upon both, even upon the in- 
* Clative, eſpecially in caſe of the other's 
«0 indifpoſition. But it lieth ſupreme- 
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father of their ſpirits : You arc ihe fl 
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ly upon him that is firſt in that relation, 
is required to dwell with his wife even 
man of knowledge, according to knowled 
x Pet. 3. 7. implying therefore, that he 
a charge even in reference to her: And it i 
great iniquity, if he do not labour to tc 
himſelf capable to diſcharge it; to add to 
treaſury of knowledge of divine things, 
concern her Godward. They are to be 
tual helpers. one to another, in reference ii 
concernments of their ſouls and a tururel: 
and to the joint duty, which they owe to 
author of their beings, as partakers tg 
of the grace of life. But the charge 
chicfly hcre, (tho' it be mutual towards 
another,) upon the ſuperior relative ; tho 
is alſo to endeavour to the utrermolt the lil 
of the other's foul. hat knoweſt i: 
wife, but thou ſhalt ſave thy husband! 
how knoweſt thou, O man, whether | 
ſhalt ſave thy wife? 1 Cor. 7. 16. Boll 
as it were to engage to their uttermoſt in ac 
deavour to ſave one another's ſouls. 

2, In reference to children, tles 
never be any doubt; who are ſprung from 
in reference to the fouls of whoin 50 
a ſpecial charge lying upon you. It » 
you did not make their ſouls; there 1s 4 


c 


of their fleſh, not of their ſpirits: As the 
are contradiſtinguiſhed in Hebr. 12. 9. ba 
are the means of thoſe ſouls com 
union with mortal fleſh, and of bringing 
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o a world of ſnares and temptations 
noerous to their fouls. Can it then be, 
t you ſhould be exempt from care and 

ncert, in reference to their ſouls? 
is, As to ſervants, God hath charged 
m to obey you. He hath moſt expreſſly 
ed you to command them equally, as 
owing yourſelves to be under a command, 
vou have a maſter in heaven, and are to 
mmand them for his ends and purpoſes, No- 
ig is plainer, if you look to Eph. 6. Col. 3. 
„ Tim. 6. where theſe relative duties are 
ben of. So that they come by contract, as 
ut children do by nature, under your com- 
nding and governing power and authority. 
d that power infers care, and principally 
ut their ſouls. I could appeal to any maſter 
rants in ſuch a caſe. Do you expect, that 
r ſerrants hould ſerve you only with their 
Do you not expect they ſhould ſerve 
 Vith their minds and underſtandings, as 
s their limbs? Sure then their inward 
, their ſouls are to be cared for by you, as 
ls their outward man, their bodies: You 
not have them to do you only ſuch fer- 
on Can receive from a beaſt ; and there- 
ou are to take care of their ſpirits, as 

v their brutal part. 

8 much I reckoned it was neceſſary to lay 
cre upon ſcripture- grounds, to clear 
andarion, that there is ſuch a thing as a 
. care lying upon governors of families 
aumſies which God hath intruſted them 
with, 
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and are ſo applicable, or from whence inſe 
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with, to keep up religion there. Hereupog 
2. We ſhall proceed to give you proof y 
on ſcripture grounds, that there ought to be 
particular thoſe ?wo parts of family-religi 
maintained and kept up by them, upon who 
this care and charge hath been evinced to li 
to wit, family inſtruction, and family-pra 
And we ſhall endeavour to evince both, 
it From ſuch Scriptures, as either con 
the one or tac other of theſe, in ſuch term 
that it may be diſcernible that the obligat 
will reach to families; that is, to the fami 
governors in reference to the family: Eil 
Expreſs precepts; or virtual precepts, (uciy 
ſages as ſome way imply and inter prece 


ces may be collected and drawn. As, 

Cr. ] For family-inſtruction. You hare 
moſt expreſs command upon maſters ot | 
lies, that they ſhall teach the ſubſtance of 
ligion to them who are under thcir care: 
thing can be plainer than thoſe words in 
6. After this was given in charge in geuc 
(which contains all religion in it,) VC. 5 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God will 
thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, aud ® 
all thy mizht : And theſe words, whit 
command thee this day, ſhall be in thine li 
Then it follows, ver. 7. And thou ſtat it 
them diligently unto thy children. aud 
tall of them when thou ſitteſt in thin i 
and when thou walleſt by the way, and ® 
thou lieſt down, and when thou % 


. 

berve What they were to teach them; the 
dance of religion, all comprehended in rhe 
e of God, Which is the fulfilling of the 
v: Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, &c. 
d theſe words, and all that may be referred 
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* ther, to that great and all- comprehending 
£3” Pick, thou ſhalt reach and diligently teach 
_ | _ Children means the family, as 
term noted to you before; an apt ſynecdochical 
blen cdlon, as pater: familias is the head of the 
de fn de family. And thou ſhalt teach them, 
1. Fi hen thou ſctteſt in thine houſe It is true, 
buche other occaſions to be taken : Bur this 
; prece «s a ſtated teaching, to have times on pur- 
* e to collect and gather the family, and to 
. ones ſelf in the authority of a family- 
„ hate, and there inſtruct and teach thoſe un- 
"oof his care and charge, in the great ſubſtan- 
wu „of religion. You have the fame thing 
ws cated in Deut. 11. 19. | 
iu U. And more general precepts of the ſame kind 
in ger, applicable plainly enough unto this pur- 
\ ver. 5 As, when we are required to exhort 
7 it Fx and to do it daily, while it is 
111 „ 42), left any be hardened thro the 
lit ane of Sin. Hebr. 3. 13. And to 
ine le the word of Chriſt dwelling richly in us, 
(ral: 148, ve may teach and admoniſh one another. 
© 12d (RL. . How obvious is it to any one of 
Hine hi oo lenſe to infer, that if Iowe this oc- 
a, dito a fellow-Chriſtian, I owe it 
vis to my own family? If there were no 


"preſs precept, and a man had this to al- 
E lege 


. go) 
lege in the judgment of the great day, I. 
thou gaycſt me no command; ſuppoſe th 
were no ſuch' poſitive commands, as thoſe 
Deuteronomy, and that in Proverbs for 
ſtructing and training up children in they 
they ſhould go: Suppoſe ſuch general prec 
as thoſe juſt mention d were alleged to any n 
in the great day, You knew well cnoy 
© that it was a duty lying upon you town 
© any fellow- chriſtian, as there was Occaſion,t 
© teach and cxhort and inſtruct him; and] 
* was under the ſame obligation towards] 
© had you not reaſon and underſtanding enq; 
© to make an inference, that if you owe 
much to another occaſionally, you multq 
much more ſtatedly to, your own? Vi 
could a man ſay, if this were urged upon ti 
from the tribunal of the ſupreme judge: 
[2.] For family prayer, ſuch gencril | 
cepts, as the ſcripture is full, of, are cant 
enough of application to this particular d 
And we owe ſo much to God, yea to d 
ſclves, to. our own nature, as we arc <reattl 
endued with a reaſonable nature, as to n 
the inference. That is, that when vc 
charged to pray with all prayer and will 
ſupplication, we collect hence; ſure it cu 
be ſaid, that family- prayer is no prayer. 
And it is a very obſervable thing, tho'! i 
not found it obſerved, to this purpoſe; 1 1 
in thoſe ſeveral places of ſcripture, whet' 
duties of domeſtical relatives are largely |f9 


of, immediately thereupon there is © * 
a . : gi 
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yen about prayer, or ſome mention of prayer. 
thus, after the Apoſtle” had directed in the | 
h and 6th chapters to the Epheſians ;'Ve 1 
es, carry it ſo and ſo to your husbands, 
dye husbands to your wives; ye children 
our parents, and parents to children; | 
ſervants to maſters; and maſters to ſcr- | 
ts; and after ſome directions: given to | 
n curſelves for ſpiritual conflicts: He im- 
ditely lubjoins, chap: 6. 18. Praying al- 
ps wh al! prayer and ſupplication. So in 
b. 4. 2, juſt after a ſummaty of the ſeveral 
ics of family-relatives, follows this - exhor- | 
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n; Continue in prayer: Implying, that | 
1 8 muſt be a continued courſe of tamily- 


rer between theſe ſeveral family-relations, 
Uſe all is in vain and to no purpoſe. And 
enthe Apoſtle Peter had given like-direQi- 
all is inforced upon this conſideration, 
| the eyes of the Lord are over the righte- 
, and his ears are open unto their prayers. 
ct. 3. 12. Be ſure you do ſo and ſo, and let 
r conſideration be orderly and regular, as 
jou expect your prayers ſhould be an- 
ed, that ju your families ſhall from time 
ime | de put up. SPIE 
Int it to pray, when there is occaſion, 
taer Chrif1ans be highly recommended 
ur Saviour himielf, as more grateful, and 
ly to be more ſucceſsful, when two or 
* are met together ; if to do ſo with any 
or three be ſo recommended, then moſt 
IL vith thoſe of our own family; becauſe 
E 2 | with 
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with them the occaſions are more frequent, 
may more caſily be had, and the obligation 
deeper and ſtronger ; as any man, that confi 
what it is to have a family, and to have a ch 
lying upon him in reference thereto, cany 
bur apprehend. 

But belide diref? precepts ; either rcfeni 
to a family in particular; or enjoining de 
famyly-inſtruftion and family-prayer to teilo 
Chriſtians in general, which muſt be more d 
ligatory in reference to thoſe, with whom 
have a particular concernment : Beſides the, 
ſay, there are Hirtual precepts, or rules en 
dablc unto this caſe, that may with great 
gency and evidence of reaton be applied 
it; which ſuppoſc matter of pfeccept int 
cale. 

As, when the nien of families is ipolt 
of as matter of divine acceptance: 7 hati 
plieth it to be agrecable to God's preccp! 
will, without which nothing could be ac 
ble. As when it is ſpoken by way of cn 
um, that the voice of joy and ſulvatun i 
the tabernactes of the righteous, Pi. 118.1 
the ſolemnities of religion there are mot 
feſtly intended. Go to the dwelling of 21! 
teous man, and there you may hear the W 
of rejoicing and praiſe: It belongs 02"! 
teous man as ſuch, therefore it canuot be 
common carnal rejoicing of the % icked ti 
there meant: But it nuiſt be a holy tete 
thankſgiving and praiſing of God; whic 
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of his worſhip; as if he had ſaid, you 
| © diltinguiſh the houſes and tabcroacles 
the righteous and unrighteous. You may 
the nnrighteous man's dwelling, and there 
hear [wearing and blaſpheming of God, 
y be higher jollity than in the other: But 
he other you hear the voice of joy and 
mon, God is owned and taken notice of, 
O again, when we are told, what compla- 
God doth differently take in the ſolemni- 
of kis own worſhip. PC. 87. 2. The Lord 
th the gates of Hion, more than all the 
Umgs of Facov. He is more honoured and 
led by the publick ſolemnities of worſhip; 
therefore doth take more complacency in 
i: Yer there is a complacency he allo 
51m {the worthip perform'd in the ſeveral 
ations of his. people. Why doth God 
the zates of Zion, more than all the 
ings of Jacob, but only becauſe there 
the ſear of more publick ſolemn religion? 
Vicn it is ſaid, he loveth them more; it 
mated that he loveth the dwellings of 
o too; and upon the ſame account, be- 
ery tuck dwelling was to be looked up- 
2 leat of religion: For Zion was loved 
del chted in under no other notion, and 
Gal dwellings of Jacob are delighted 
wer the fame notion; tho leſs, as they 
cb publick aud ſolemn. 

la again, threatnings and menaces do im- 
"pts, for violations of which they arc 
"ot, As that terrible one, Jer. 10. 25. 
E 3 Pony 
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Pour out thy fury, thine indignation, 4; 
the heathen that know thee not, and up 
families that call not upon thy name. 
an . but what is imprecated 
an inſpircd perton, is denounced by that 
that inſpires him. It is very true indeed, if: : 
families are frequently taken in a larger ſc :s 
toractimes, they ſignity nations: But both nn 
ung put together in that text, it is manifc/ er 
che deſign "of the Holy Ghoſt to notify to er 
irreligious families, compoſing and mal! 7 0 
up irreligious nations. For what is a pro 
carnal nation and people made up of? He- 
and Nations ate all one. When nations: 
arc firſt mention'd, and afterwards fame Wir 1 
it is plain, they are mentioned as conſtin 
parts of atheiſtical, ungodly, and irrelig 
nations. And when it is ſaid, Pour out 
Fury don ſuch; it ſignifies a denunciation 
divine tury upon ſuch. © Diſmal horrid do 
of wrath hang over ſuch families, that * Il 
diſcharged in terrible deſtructive ſtorms. the 
But belide what may be thus collected i" 
precepts, which are exprefly ſo, or i Ge 
_ ones; we ſhall Proven to cvince , 
to You n thi 
24%, From recommended Examples in nn 
ture: Examples in reference to one or n 
ther, or both of thoſe parts of family-rels lOns 
already mention'd, family-inſtrution, & Wy” 5. 
mily- prayer. And one, or the other, 0! * 
times both together, we find recommend 
amples of, as ancient as we havc any i 
whatlocver. 


10%; 
At 
( by 


Te he 


(55) 

| The religion at firſt, that began ſo early in the 
orld, that of ſacrificing, which could never 
without invocation, could but be domeſti- 
|: Whether you look back as high as Abel, 
look forward at your leiſure. Do but per- 
© che ſhort hiſtory of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
106, in all their ſeveral commorations and 
nmigrations : you hear of their ſettling no 
ere, or removing no whither, but there was 
ſently an altar built for worihip, and for cal- 
z on the name of the Lord. You have a 
atiſe on thoſe paſſages, call'd, A family 
ar, written by a worthy ſervant of Chriſt, 
Olrver Hepwood; which would be of ſin- 
lar uſe tor thoſe who have a mind to peruſe 
ort book on this ſubject. You read of two 
ns (ot up in one chapter, upon a twofold 
ral of chat great ſaint Abraham: At ſuch 
lace he pitcheth, and there he builds an altar : 
by and by to ſuch a place he removes, and 
tc he places an altar for calling on the name 
ne Lord, for the ſolemn worſhip of his 
Wy, Cen. 2. 7, 8. So you find it after- 
Gto be with T/aac and Jacob in their re- 
Us, or in their ſettlings, this way or that, 
athis place or that. 

nt inſtance alſo of Job is very conſidera- 
0 this purpoſe; who, in the abſence of 
0ns and daughers offers ſacrifices for them. 
l.z. Which could never be unaccompa- 
Vith ſolemn invocation and calling upon 


: And thus, it is ſaid, he did conti- 
(cl /. It was a ſtated courſe with him; he 
| E 4 did 
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(5s) 
did not omit it, when they were abſcnt; fn 
he muſt, de underſtood to have a great fami 
about him even then: And it is implied to h 
been his ſtated courſe, whether his children v 
with him or not; he kept up a courſe of 
mily- religion all along. | 
That action of David, tho I do not 6 
it taken notice of by others, ſeems to me to/ 
mighty obſervable to this purpole ; that in 
hiſtory given us of his bringing home of t 
ark ro the place which he had appointed for 
we find how greatly he was tranſported v 
the ſolemnity of that action and undertaki 
But wien all that was over, which was pub 
and ſolemn, we are told, that he retired 
lenath to bleſs his houſhold. 2 Sam. 6. 20 
w:inr home to bleſs his houſhold. Nothing 
more probabic, than that this was a ec 
coaric with him; and that he had 1o contri 
aud ordered the work of that publick {olcnu 
ty, as that it might not interfere with the 
ſhip of his family: And therefore, amid 
the great pompous Triumph, wherein hes 
more publickly engaged, upon this accou 
bethiaks himſelf; Well now my ho 
prayer is come at home; and fo the ng 
Was prudentiy ordered, that that ſolemmi N 
ing over, he might return homc to peril «re: 
the ordinary duty that was to be donc / 
that is, to bleſs his houſhold, and call u . 
the name of the Lord there. 11 you OE fs 
pare this with that which was his declatedit 
jution, in P.. tor. z. I will behave myſelf al 


C873 


1 rerfel? way II will walk within my 
ue oith à perfect heart; I will keep an 
eren ſteady courſe, there ſhall be no baulks, 
20 ups and downs in my way in my family 
oubtedly meaning a way of religion: If 
compare, I ſay, that reſolution, with his 
iden bethinking himſelf, when he had been 
zaved in that great ſolemnity but now men- 
ped, © now the time is come that I muſt go 


ve bee: aſtated thing with him. 
if from thence you look further to that 
a inſtance of Daniel; when he was, tho 
great prince in another land, yet an exile 
m his own ; and that terrible and ſevere 
erdict was publiſhed, that for thirty days no 
in inould pray to God or man, but to the 
lace of thoſe countries only; (a ſnare pur- 
cy laid for Daniels life ;) You read, that 
vent on in his courſe, as he was wont to do, 
iz expreſſly laid; and no doubt but thoſe 
eiched conſpirators againſt his life knew his 
fe, otherwiſe they could not have laid this 
re for him: And how ſhould they know 
tis ſaid, Dan. 6. 10. He went into his 
ſe, and his windows being open in his 
mer toward Feruſalem, he kneeled upon 
mes three times à day, and prayed, and 
e tlanks unto his God, as he did afore- 
. it was a ſtated courſe with him. And 
ds muſt be family- prayer, and the ordina- 
izjon ol his houſhold, is the moſt rea- 
We ſuppoſition imaginable. For other- 
_ wile, 


owe and bleſs my houſe ;/ it appears to 


| 
| 
1 


(53) 
wiſe, if it were ſecret cloſct-prayer, how ſh 
it be known to have been his courſe befor 
and how ſhould they be able to accuſe h 
now? Bur conſider him as a great prince i 
foreign country, and as having a family, 2 
how heroick and generous a reſolution he hy 
taken up, and with how holy a fortitude u 
bravery of fpirit, to own God againſt that i 
ſolent decree of the wicked creatures wi 

would arrogate that honour to the prince t 
was oniy due to God: Conſidering all th 
things, it is with the greateſt reaſon imaginat 
to be ſuppoſed, that this was a ſtated confi « 
with him of family-religion. He reſoht 
that his worſhip ſhould be, as it was aforetimg 
open in his houſe : And thereupon the: 
vantage was taken againſt him. 

The inftance of the centurion 1s very d 
ſervable, and obſerved by many, in As 
He is ſaid to be 4 devout man, a religious ms 
that feared Cod, (That is an ordinary epd 
fion to ſignify worſhip; he was a worſhiph 
of God,) with all his houſe : He was à V0 
ſhipping perſon, and his family a wor!hipp! 
family: And he prayed unto Cod alwa). ' 
terwards you read in the chapter, chat at! 
time when the angel appeared to him, ' "ls; | 
praying in his houſe, ver. 30. Houſe bi: ©: : 
for houſhold, as is ordinary: He was p¹ Wl” 
his family in his ordinary courſe ; and tne 
had the benign appearance of that K11 "Pit © 
ſenger from heaven, to direct him to the!“ 


by which he might come to a more 2 
0 


(59) 

non ledge of the Mediator, and of worſhip- 
na God in Chriſt. According} to the light 
- had, and the ſincerity that God had given 

m in proportion thercunto, his acceptance 

ove was declared before: But God retoly- 

| to help him, in the method and way 

hich ie moſt approved, unto more diſtinct 

tices; and theſe he is directed how to. 
mc by, even at the time when he was en- 

ged in his domeſtick perforinances of rcli- 
n in his houſe, 5 
We need not farther to inſiſt for: the evic- 
bn of this truth in the general, that there. 
cht to be ſuch a thing as family- religion. 
were eaty, if neceſſary, to add to all theſe 
nhdcrarions, (and it ought to have ſome 
igt, ) te accounts that we otherwiſe have 
the prat7ice of the primitive church, in 
le earlier times of it whereof we have any 
hunt, ſince the compleating of the canon 
ſcripture. That is, we are told by ſome. 
me antients, and in ſome of the carly 
tucics, of the rwAfold ſocial prayer that 
n common uſe among them, famrty-. 
her and church-prayer, or prayer in their 
ch « aſſemblies, We are told, what 
they were wont to inſiſt upon in 
er: geſides the ſpiritual bleſſings, which. 
dcongnually and daily ſought, and 
ſchendod themſelves to need, they were 
"0 pray for the lives of the emperors 
* Wed over them, tho' they were then 
=. And this (faith that antient Au- 
thor,) 
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thor,) was their conſtant practice, both 
their pray ers in publick aſſemblies, and in the 
own houſes. 


Having gone through what I thought ft; 
offer in proof of the ſubſtance of family: re 
gion, that there ought to be ſach a thin 

I ſhall only hint this ro you for a cloſe; Th 
the great thing, which will cither facilitate 
obſtruct a general compliance with the min 
of God in this matter, will be the conlicer 
tion that men ſhall have of their familt 
that is, whether they will conſider then 
con{titutions for this World, or for the un 
to come. If you can but agree wich you 
ſelves, under which of theſe' notions to loc 
upon your families; accordingly your con 
pliance with the mind of God in this mat 
will either be facil or difficult. 

It is true, we are to have a very diſtin 
conſideration of the nature of ſocictics, fia 
the ends of them. There are ſocictics, ti 
in their deſign, and conſcquently in their! 
ture, are purely cz: And others, tha 
their deſign, and conſequently in their tu 
and conſtitution, are purely ſacrec Oft 
former ſoit are kingdoms and nations ans i 
corporate towns, and the like; they arc 
their very nature, becauſe they arc fron we 
ends, purely civil. There are thoſe that 
purely ſacred, as churches ; the very end! 
deſign, upon which they are collected, 
worſhip and religion. But now families? 


f 
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. elements of both theſe ſorts of ſocieties z 
e both churches and commonwealths 
made tip of families: Therefore both theſe 
meet in a family, religion, and civil and 
ar bufinefs; for the other ſocieties, ſome 
cr-of are purely ſacred, others purely civil, do 
e ove of families. Perſons are elements 
amilies; families are the elements, of which 
th churches and kingdoms or common- 
ths are compoſed and made up: And as 
one ſort of theſe is purely civil, the o- 


o bo. h, mult be both. And therefore now, 
en any come to turn this matter in their 
ughes, © I am the head of a family ; but 
hat fort of ſocicty is my family? Is it 
nde rorcly for this world, or for the world 
d come ?* Sure, where the conſideration of 
worlds meets, the other world ſhould 
luperior or uppermoſt ; and therefore all 
g mul! be mcaſured there with ſubſer- 
ey and reference to that. But if any will 
No; families are made only for this 
od; then 1 would ask, What is this 
ld mode for? Is it made for nothing? 
bir made tor it (elf, to centre in it ſelf, 
0 be its 6wn end? You can never a- 
vil, dur that families muſt be ſupremely 
UVtimately made for the other world ; 
en they are made for religion princi- 
end chicfly. And no man can behave 
well in any ſtation or relation in a 

| family, 


t purely ſacred; that which is elementary 
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family, that doth not let this thought lie de 
by. mind ; © © My tamily, 28 welk as = 

4 conſtitütibn made for religion, as vel 
7. for other buſineſſes; and principally forth 
- nobleſt buſineſs : For where both meet, t 

© muſt en de met. 


( 170 
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— 


' * 
»& 


NN fveaking of andi teln, 
15 92 the method propoſed was, to 
evince the obligation to it, in 
reference to the ſubſtance of the 
thing, and then in reference to 
the frequency of it. 
To the ſubſtance of the thing; chat there 
it to be ſuch a thing as family- religion. 
two laſt diſcourſes * have been, imployr 
2 the proof of this. We proceed to 
k ſomewhat alſo, 
lo the more doubted frequency of ſuch 
ous exerciſes, as lie within the compaſs 
miles, or whereof familics arc to be the 
L icats : How often, or at what ſeaſons 


family. -worſhip ought to be. And in 
cc to this, 
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Firſt, 


Tape 2 5 } Kc, 


— — > —_ 
Cpl — —— r 
= SE 


— — 


> {a4 v1— Ae 
2 — K 


* 
* 
— 


( 64) 
Firſt, I would ſuggeſt ſome few things, 
way of preparation. As, 
1. That it will greatly concern us all to 
an habitual ſpirituality inwrought into 
temper of our ſouls, in order to our mi 
a right judgment of this matter; when, 
what time, how often we ought to "ppl 
ſelves to the exerciſes of ſuch tamily-relizi 
If there be a frame of ſpirit ſuitable to the 
neral rules of practical religion and godli 
the determination of this matter will be 1 
eaſy. But if there be a prevailing carn 
nothing will be more difficult. And le 
in this but appeal to your own. reaſon, to! 
common' underſtanding that belongs to 
we are an intelligent ſort of creatures: I. 
you would be loth in other inſtances to d 
mit any cauſe, wherein you are conc 
eſpecially if your all were concerned in! 
the judgment of an enemy, if you cou 
it: But che carnal mind is enmity again 
not only an enemy, but cnmity itlelf. / 
beſcech you, do you think, that an cnc! 
God can be your friend? Therefore it! 
carnal mind make a judgment in this 
whatſocver you do, let it not be judge 
that meaſure : But labour to get an I 
ſpirituality inwrought into your ſouls, andl 
the judgment of this caſe will lie very © 
2. We ſhould look upon family-reis 
not meerly under the notion of a 4 
as impoſed ; but as a privilege and a fi 
vouchiatcment of grace, that there I 
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> 1 thing; that God will be invocated, or 
en mentioned in our familes, in the families 
ſuch wretched creatures às we, who inhabit 
cark and diſmal region of this lower world; 
xt God will have worſhip aſcend and go up 
him from off our earth, and out of our 
iſes and families. Look upon it as a mar- 
lons vouchſafement of grace; and that will 
atly facilitate the determination of this caſe 
o. And nothing can be more opprobrious 
us than not to think ſo: That, when God 
u ſo far vouchſafe to let his tabernacle be 


ee i wen on earth; © Every tabernacle of 
„ours ſhal! be my tabernacle; if yon conſent, 
to ou do not ſhut me out, you ſhall no 


were have a tabernacle but what ſhall be 
ine; 1, the high and lofty one that inhabit 
nity, am content to cohabit with you, 
ad to have your houſe for my ſanctuary: 
kat 2 vouchſafement is this! and how op- 
rious a thing not to count it ſo 

t hath been accounted ſo, even in the very 
tn world, A divine preſence, to have a 


great a privilege hath it been reckoned ! 
ic dark and diſmal days of Popery, when 
"th been regnant, what a terrible thing 
t deen accounted to excommunicate a na- 
do put it under an interdict, that there 
dd be no religion in that nation? Our 
records tell us, how ſuch a thing hath 
| . and reſented in this land in 
days. And if we look farther and 

. farther 


i numen, a numen at hand and ready, 
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farther back into the days of Paganiſm, I. 
member Cæſar in his Commentaries & tell 
that the anticnt Cauls did reckon no n 
terrible puniſhment could be put upon th 
than to be interdicicd the ſacrifices: And 
that means it was, that their Arche fas 
ruled over them; they were mere abſolute 
vernors among that people, becaule if t 
would not be preſcribed to and directe 
them in cvcry calc, if they would not { 
them to take up all controverſies among tit 
they would preſcntly forbid them the t 
ces; than which no penalty was reckdt 
more, nor any 10 grievous. 

Now let us conſider the matter ſo. \ 
if inſtcad of being bidden to pray in out 
milies, we ſhould be forbidden to pri 
them! Make but that fearſul ſuppoſition 
ſce how it will reliſh with you. Suppolſct 
ſhould be a particular interdict upon 
houſe ; ſuppole by ſome ſpecial ſigniia 
of the mind of God from heaven it ſhous 
ſaid, © I will allow all the neighbouring 1 
* tocall upon me, but I will have no 0 
out of your houlc ; let all the reſt i 
« ſtreet worſhip me, and I will hear anda 


— 


* Si quis aut privatus aut publicus, eorum [nem 
dum) decreto non ſteterit, ſacrificiis interdicunt. H 
apud eos eſt graviſſima. Quibus ita eſt interdidan, 
mero impiorum ac ſceleratorum habentur; 11s 090 
dunt, aditum eorum ſermonemque defugiunt, be 7 
contagione incommodi accipiant : neque 11 e 
redditur, neque honos ullus communicatus, 64" 
Gallic, L. 6, ſe. 13s edit, Clsr, th 
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dem, but from your houſe, I will accept no 
xcriice, I will hear no prayer: What ater- 
e doom were this! What a dark and horrid 
bud would be drawn over that habitation, if 1 
hold be ſaid, Here ſhall be no prayer, here 1 
be no mention of the name of God! So | 
t as in a like caſe repreſented to us in refe- 
cc to the people of the Jews, the poor Ii 
lor members of that family ſhould ſay, | 


5 It 
ells 
) m 
th 
And 
fi 
ute. 
if t 
»(c 


. 


vt / not make mention of the name of 
| þ 1 

1g 00 Lord. Amos 6. 10. What a diſmal 

c were this! Labour but to get your ſouls 


cha with the apprehenſion, that the 
ty. of family-worſhip is a great privilege 3 
lt that be forelaid in your minds, when [ 
come to determine with your ſelves about 
ſtequency, how often we ſhall ſolace our 


6 with this gracious vouchſafement of God | 


. 
1 Ol 
> pt 
{1t;00, 


0) MN tcaven unto us: Then it will be no hard 

ol! 3 to determine. And take this alſo, 
ma. That in reference to the determination of if 
(01.8 matter, the ſame conſideration is to be | 
ng of family-rcligion, that we formerly told 

0 10 Vis to be had of religion in general; that 

of: uit ought to be conſidered, either as an 

and © God, or as an advantage to ourſelves. 


ot will be caſy hence to determine, that 
acccite of family- religion ought to be ſo it 
lend, as religion conſidered under this 


idem, : ; 
«co W's notion doth require; as frequent as i 
„e gc to God is to be paid, and as our own 


* advantage is to be ſought: As fre- 
"74s that can be in conſiſtency with the 
F 2 other 
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other neceſſary affairs of human life. For 
deed nothing is plainer, and that ther 
muſt with leſs heſitancy be granted, than 
nothing can be at that time neceſlaty, y 
that which is inconſiſtent with it is trulyt 
ceſſary. That muſt be acknowlcdecd. 
then there is a great deal of caution to beu 
in judging of this neceſlity, that ſhall exc 
for this or that time ſo great a thing as: 
lema exerciſe of religion out of a famil: 
mult be a great thing, that ſhall prevail u 
clude that. 

But let me ask my ſelf the queſtion; 
done that oweth an homage to God, 1. 
* doth my family: When do I not ove 
And when doth my family not owe it; 
* that if I have opportunity, conſiſtent wit 
* otzer neceſſary occaſions of human lit, 
* opportunity ſhould not be taken! 
whereas religion, and fo family-xeligio WM: 
means of advantage to ourſelves and racth 
well as an homagc to God; when can! 
ſaid, 1 ſtand in no necd of the excciſcod 
ligion, or that thoſe under my care do! 
when. thoſe exerciſes can be had conſck 


with the other neceſlary occaſions of i 
life? 


Theſe things being g premoniſhcd, ne 
Secondly, 1 hall now offer ſome ewhat by 
of determination of the propoundes 
As, 
7 Nothing is plaincr, than that the cn \ 
of tamily-religion ought to bc 4% 


. 
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For 
nerel 
lat 


I blzſs thee, Plal. 145. 2. A ſynechdo- 
ical expreſſion of religion; and thar cannot 
underſtood for any reaſon reaching a parti- 
la perſon, which will not reach a family 
d. WS. 4nd (o the ſame thing is to be ſaid to 
tin P/al, 141. 2. Let my prayer be ſet be- 
' thee as incenſe ; (That was ſtoted ſolemn 


0 up as incenſe : That was a fuge ſacri- 
be: dail v ſolemnity. So look to that di- 
tion given us by our Lord, to pray for our 
read, day by day. He tieth us not in- 


ove a to the uſe of thoſe very words: So the 

c it; Wiiciion being given occaſionally, plainly 
wien honificth, that he did not intend this 
f 


Kon as a form; but that he directs it only 
unmery or a form to be uſed with chriſtian 
com and underſtanding, in cnlarging upon 
dertienlars contained in that pray cr, "and to 
and direct ourſelves thereby in our ſo- 


sag garen unto God: Tho' alto the uſe of 
: (0 ee, ords, as they lie, no body can 
r to bc awful; yet, that they are en- 


da, and ſo made neceſſary, there is little 
at0 afirm. But however, take them as 
* direction in reference unto prayer z 

itz rhat the things to be prayed for are 
75 ly prayed for. Give us this day our 
bead: This day; At the ſame time, 
"Vepray for all other things contained in 
Payer, We are to pray too for daily bread. 


ms out of all queſtion. Every day 


rer:) and the upli ting of my hands as the 


nung ſacrifice. That is; every evening let 
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And that this is meant of ſocial prayer, ant 
that this direction is given to the diſciples ui 
reference to their praying together, to let then 
know what things they ſhould inſiſt upon 
prayer; is made morc than probable by th 
form of ſpeech. For, when our Saviour v. 
directing ſecret or cloſet prayer, Mat. 6. 
then he ſaith Thou: Thou, when thou pray 
enter into thy cloſet, and ſhut thy door, d 
But when he cometh to give this direction ci 
cerning prayer, he ſaith, VE: He {peaks: 
them in the plural number: and directs the 
to ſpeak in the plural number, Ovr fattk 
&c. And thereſore, that it was focial pray 
about which he giveth this direRiou ; t 
prayer of ſuch as could daily pray togetha 
That ſecms moſt evident; and therefore al 
that ſuch cxcrcites of religion ought to | 
daily. 
2. Such exerciſes of religion ought to 
every day more than once. We read {0 
times of thrice in a day. Pal. 5s. 17. Eu 
ng and morning, and at noon will 1praj, 
9 3 F — he ſhall hear my voice. I. 
in all likelihood muſt refer too to fami- 
He ſpeaks of crying with his voice, 6" 
voice. And ſo the beforc-mentioned in! 
of Daniel, which ſeems moſt like !9 
meant of family-religion, the prayer fl 
gion of his family; was with him brice 96 
And indeed fo it cannot but be in clk 
families; that is, that at leaſt at noon the! 
be ſolemn invocation of God in retcren 
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e nc of his creatures; which, the apoſtle 
th, are good, if they be received with 
ging, but they are ſanttified by the 
rd of Cad and prayer. 1 Tim. 4.4, 5. There 
ut be prayer to ſanctify the creatures; or 
e they are unholy things to you, profane 
ings: It is unhallowed meat and drink. And 
erctore, 

z. doubt not, it is with a great deal of rea- 
p, and from ſcripture- light too to be deter- 
ned, that the exerciſes of religion ought to 
atedly twice à day; that is, with greater 
emnity. This is ſpoken of as a moſt come- 
aud becoming thing, a thing that carries 
own goodnets along with it. Pal. 92. 1, 
It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 
nd, and to ſing praiſes unto thy name, O 
17h; (Giving of thanks being one cſſen- 
part of prayer:) To ſhew forth thy loving- 
ixeſ* in the morning, and thy faithfulneſs 
nel. There can be no reaſon aſſigned, 
tus Mould concern one particular perſon, 


Wc thin why it ſhould concern every perſon: 

- TWP nor, why it ſhould concern the maſter of 
pm mi alone, than thoſe under his care. If 
can of the thing extend to a family as 
ide thing itſelf ought to extend to a fa- 
such Ihat is, with ſerious and appre- 
reminds and ſpirits to convene and meet 
ice aber, to give God his due acknowledgment 
clic > [oving kindneſs every morning, and his 


inc, every night. 


F 4 And 
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; #8) 
And. you ſee, how the Pſalwiſt- repreſen 
this caſe in Pal. 42. 8. The Lord will © 
mand his louing-kindneſs in the day-ti 
and in the night his ſong (ball be with me, 4 
my prayer unto the God of my life. Oblem 
how his w PR LET his days and nights, we 
compoſed and made up, by the contin 
meeting together of God's loving-kindae 
and of his prayer and ſong evcry day, anden 
ry night, morning and evening; ſo it is tot 
underſtood. * Thy loving-kindneſs, and n 
© prayer and praiſe ſhall mect one anothea 
So ſhall my mornings and evenings be ca 
tinually made up of that grateful contextur 
of mercy and loving-kindneſs on thy pa 
and of prayer and praiſe on mine.“ bunt 
cannot concern a particular perſon upon a 
reaſon, but upon which it will equal!v conc 
his family, that religious cxcrcites ſhould | 
there in a ſtated and continual courle 
I may farther rcaſon this matter by 0! 
few conſiderations. 
Suppoſe any will admit, (which in itlel! 
ſufficiently evident,) that it is a very reason 
thing and manifeſtly rhe mind of God, f 
there ſhould be daily cxerciſes of rc {1gio 
our familics ; then I would fain know, 6a 
ſhould be excluded, if you would rave ont 
cluded £ The Lord faith, morning and nigh 
which would you have exclu%c1? . 
morning, or the evening ſacrifice ? 
Would you exclude the morning exe)! 
religion? Pray how dare you think «7 


RK « 44 
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(73) 
ould not you deſire God's bleſſing on your 
ily this day? Would you not have the la- 


ed and ſucceeded this day? Ask your ſelves 
ouſly that queſtion 3 do not you defire a 
ſing ſhonld deſcend this morning upon 
family as ſuch? Again, do not you know, 


t this world is a place of ſnares and tempta- 
de How dare you adventure your ſons and 
to encts and ſervants into the world, with- 
1d ul praying down a bleſſing upon them, be- 
oth: thcy go forth or ſet about their buſineſs ? 


ole a diſaſter ſhould happen, ſuppoſe a 
nber of your family ſhould be drawn into 
c ſcandalous wickedneſs ; would it not be 
icom{ortable reflection, I ventured them 
on r vitnout family- prayer; ſee what comes 
t: Here js a blot and diſgrace brought 
on my family; was not this owing to my 
confidence, to neglect of God? was it 
t, becavie I was content to let mine go 
abroad unbleſt? I forgot, that the world, 
c perſons or things that they might have 
: (0.08 © wich, were all full of ſnares ; this was 
conſidered and taken to heart, and God 
12101 er ſuch a blaſt befall me or mine upon 
„ © count.” 

ald you omit the evening exerciſe 
"210 in your family, of one fort and 
ir! How can you think of that? Do 
s nonc to watch over you this night? 
e your houſe need a better keeper 
0! "i can be, eſpecially when you are 
| afleep ; 


1s of the ſeveral members of it to be proſ- 
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| (74) 
aſleep ; the keeper of Iſrael, who neil 


ſlumbreth nor fleepeth When we dyel|; 


the midſt of continual dangers, as we be 
ſo frequent experience; when ſome, that ye 
to bed poſſeſſed of comfortable habitatiy 
are unhouſed and outed of all by the mo 
ing? It 1s nor pretended, that family-pry 
or family- religion will be a certain proted 
of your habitations from ſuch diſaſters; 0 
perience hath from time to time ſhewn: | 
1 would appeal to you concerning the dif 
rence ; ſuppoſe ſuch a calamity to betal] 
ligious family, and ſuppoſe it to befall 
impious ungodly family. On the one ha 
My family hath been the ſeat ot rclizi 
© I have deſired, that God might be ſn 
and honoured there : Of this I have b 
ſtudious to the uttermoſt: How free ande 
is the way of acceſs to God, when ſuch a per 
is not affrighted by guilt, and the horror 
an amazed conſcience! Bur on the other 
to be forced to ſay ; I can look for no I 
© from God in this caſe, for I have neg 
him, I have forſaken him and baniſhed 
my houſe and habitation ; He had no a0 
or dwelling with me, no acknowledge 
or worſhip from me and mine? 
will this iſſue in? But if there be no! 
bar in the way between God and us; 


KA 


. 


my habitation is conſumed, 4nd tutnet 
* to flames and aſhes, I have no dwelliüg 
© thanks be to God, the ſecret of the dl 
* preſence lieth open to me; I can $0) 


(94) 


, Lord, thou haſt been thy people's 
bjtation through all generations. I ſhall 
ger be deſtitute of a dwelling, as long 
have ſuch a God to go to, and may ſo- 
cemyſelt in his love.” For he that dwelleth 
hue, 4welleth in God, and God in bim. 
unſollicitous will that heart be, that 
þ itſelf poſſeſſed of a dwelling in the divine 
| That love will carry thro” all the ſtraits 
dificuitics of time, and provide richly 
us in an immenſe eternity that ſhall en- 
This makes a vaſt difference betwixt 
that lerveth the Lord and one that ſerv- 
bim not. 

ather; How are we directed by the 
|: of nature itſelf £ Do you think that 
e diurnal alterations of day and night car- 
0 ſienitication with them to an intelli- 
t lort of creatures? When it is ſo in- 
acd to us in ſcripture, what ſacred things 
e ordinances of day and night are, and 
tednels of their ſucceſſion to one ano- 
hat can this intend, but to give us a 
le as to the exerciſes of religion? Why 
ſnould this be ſo much inſiſted on, and 
de called to fix our eye and take more 
notice of thoſe two great luminaries 
world of ours, the 2 that — 
ind the moon that rules by night? We 
cht by nature itſelf to ſhape our o- 
Mars accordingly. Thou makeſt dark- 
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che * * it 1s night : -— The ſun ariſeth'; 
ce forth to his work and to his 


labour, 
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tabour, until the evening. Pal. 104. 20 
23. May he indecd do ſo, and ſhall he 
take God along with him? And when the 
turn of night calls him back from his afl 
ought he not then to be put in mind, y 
muſt be his keeper while he lumber, ; 
ſleeps, even that keeper that never (lun 
nor ſleeps? 

That it might be more expreſſly fon 
unto us, how nature may and ſhould þ 
meaſure unto us of religion, as to this thi 
do but take notice of that paſſage in / 
5. 8. Seek him, (tho theſe words, /?et 
arc not in the Hebrew text in this vert, 
they are in the words but a little betors 
ſeveral verſes, and it is plain ovght to be 
peated or underſtood here, as the ſcnic i 
dictateth: Seel ye me, and ye ſball | 
Seck not Bethel, nor enter into Gilead, 
paſs not to Beerſheba ; Seek the Lord an 
ſhall live; Seek him,) that made the | 
ftars and orion, and turneth the ſhadnl 
death into the morning, and maketl 
day dark with night, &c. Seek lim 
doth ſo and ſo; what is the meaning ot! 
Seek him, becauſe he doth ſo and ſo; 
him under that notion, as it is he thi 
keth the day dark with night, and turn! 
ſhadow of death into the morning. 
ſtupid, inſenſible creatures ſhail we be, Wah 
wonderful a change doth not inſtruct us! "Wit 
a change were not common, it Wor 
ſubject of the greateſt wonder to us. 5! 


(77) 
the infirmity of our minds, that great things 
little regarded, becauſe they are common. 
x there ſhould be that ſteady courſe kept 
natare, as to make ſo vaſt a change in the 
d within the ſpace of twenty four hours, 
the viciſſitudes of day and night, of light 
{ darknels; That we ſhould have the 
htnets of an orient ſun illuſtrating our 
ſphere, and that within ſo many hours 
s gone, and the ſhadow of death covers 
Certainly this ſhould ſet all religious minds 


; AF: adoring that author of nature, that doth 
en ſo ſtcady a courſe, and in a way fo 


feixably above all human conception, 
| winch makes ſo many indererminable 
ttoverſics and diſputes among the wiſelt 


to be 

nic NMoophers, chat are never like to be decided 
Meg as chis world laſts; particularly, whe- 
zal WF © be the carth that ſucceſſively moves 
ee un, or whether it be the fun that is 


led about the earth. The latter of theſe 
 unapprchenſible a thing, that the ſan 
id run ſo vaſt a circle in ſo little a ſpace 
me, that it hath made many very conſi- 
iy men more to incline to the other o. 
on. But that we ſhould be compaſſed a- 
| daily, once in twenty four hours, with 
dange viciflitudes of day and night, and 
de difpoſed thereupon to adoration, is 4 
countable thing; and will ſpeak the 
"ns ot this earth to be as ſtupid, as the 
on Which they dwell, 

But 
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But tie idolatry of Pagans will be 2 
mony againſt Chriſtians, if it ſhould bet 
What tempted them to that idolatrous not 
of worſhipping the ſun and moon, but t 
they thought them to be a fort of Dei 
from whom they reccived ſuch a contin 
courſe ot favours, that they thought they ( 
owe continual adoration to them thereupy 
If they falfly thought ſo, how truly and ju 
ſhould we do what they have thought, fi 
reckon that the God of heaven and cart, 
ſun and moon, and of the whole creati 
doth in ſuch wiſdom and in ſuch kindne{ 4 
benignity to us provide, that there ſhould h 
neceſſary an alternation, as this of light: 
darkncis in ſo continued a courſe ? 

What then doth this require and call tor! 
us? To ſeck the Lord upon this account, 
Lord that maketh the day dark witl: nig 
that turncth the ſhadow of death into the nv 
ing. He doth even impoſe upon us thos 
ly acknowledgments and acts of worſhip 10 
ing and evening, by the very coutſe and 
rent of nature itſelf, as he is the autior! 
God of nature. And wonder not, thi! 
light and law of nature is ſo often p 
unto in this caſe: It is what we find i 
poſtle does in a matter of far lets import" 
this that is now before us; when hc ſpel 
bout the buſineſs of hex Cor. 11. 14. 
ly we are to act according to the unerrinef 
dictates of nature, in ſo great and impoit 
matter as this is, much more. 
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might farther add 


upon all this that ge- 
I prec*pt, Phil. 4. 8. Mhat ſoe ver things 
loneſt, Ccomely,} whatſoever things art 
ty, of good report, think on theſe things. 
hat a lovely thing is a praying, orderly fa- 
A family, where religion is kept up in 
ned courſe, ſo as that that courſe is as con- 
c 2s the courſe of day and night! 
len to us as a meer arbitrary thing, whe- 
two will do things lovely, comely, honeſt 
of good report, yea or no; but as a ne- 
5 thing, founded upon neceſſary reaſons. 
| thecefore to be unconcern'd and indiffe- 
, Wether thoſe of our family (if we have 
lies,) do chings ſo neceſſary, or not, is a 
diction in terms: For it is to ſay, that 
U is neceſſary is not neceſſary; or, it is 
:Ufferent thing, whether that which is 
ſary be done or not donc. 
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Preached January 14. 1693. 


WAVING endeavourcd to e 
Aug to you, that there ought to be 
SSA 4 thing as family-rcligion ; and 
to ſhew you, what we were u 
ceive and practiſe, as to the frequency 
exerciſes of it, or when and ar what tir 
ought to be performed: I would {farther 
to a queſtion or two relating to this u 
and anſwer one or two objettzons, aud 
up all with ſome Uſe. 
There are {ome queſtions that occur, | 
may require ſome conlideration. 
Queſt. I. Some have deſired to be ini 
Whether in caſe of the abſence or ſick 
* a husband from or inthe family, it bei 
bent on the wwe to keep up family 
* (uch acaſe?* And the caſe is the ai 
widows, or others of that ſex, who u 
governeſſes of familics. 


(8) 

iſs. It muſt be laid in general to rh 
one rule cannot be ſuited to all caſes. 
re may be very great variety, as circum- 
es differ. But, | 
Nothing is plainer, than that while the 

ugal relatives remain, the female relation 
V. z real part in the government of the fa- 
That is plainly enough aſſerted in 1 Tim, 
4, that it is the woman's part to guide the 
„ The word is kde, to have 4 
tical power in the family, a governing 


93. 


nec or failure of the other relative: And 
muſt by no means be abandon'd or quit- 
And whereas all power and all order 
om God, it cannot be denied or dilown- 
laid aſide without an injury to him. 

Hercupon, if there be in a family a pru- 
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1at ©: vious ſon, or a prudent pious man: ſer- 
arthet Wi, that may be aſſigned to this work; it 
thus mn fitly enough be done by ſuch a one 
ander appointment: And ſo the authority, 


Xongs o her in her ſtation, is preſerv- 
ind the thing done. That ſuch a work 
is may be aſſigned to another, is out 
doubt, and ought to be ſo, where it 
molt firly and moſt duly be ſo. And 
queſtion the fitneſs of aſſigning ſuch a 
lixtedly to another, in ſuch families where 
ue kept on purpoſe for the diſcharge 
mily-ducies. 

t is poſſible, there may be families, that 
rely at preſent conſiſt of thoſe that 
G arc 


cut, 
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er; which muſt be ſolely in her in the 
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a of the female ſex ; And concerning 
there is no queſtion. _ 1 
4. Where the family is more nume 
and conſiſts of the male ſex, of whom 
are fit or willing to undertake that buji 
and it cannot be done by the governeß 
decency or to edification; in that cale { 
to follow the example of Eſther, (a 
laudable one,) with het maidens and yo 
children ſtill to keep up to this worthi 
her family; and, as much as in her lic 
warn and charge the reſt,” that they be 
omiſſive for their part, (tho they do nat 
cur with them,) together or ſeverally in 
ling on the name of the Lord daily, 


Queſe. II. A ſecond queſtion, that 0 
in this caſe, is, Whether, where there 
competent ability to perform ſuch 20 
* as that of family- prayer, with decency 
« edifyingneſs: it be fit to make ule ch 
the preconceived words of others! 

Anſw. As to that, the matter ſcems! 
fo plain, that we need make no long dil 
about it. I make no queſtion at all, bu 
the ſubſtance of cvery duty is to take| 
of circumſtance. It is better that the di 
done, than that upon the account of 2! 
circumſtance it ſhould be omitted and 
alone. And there are uſeful helps, f 
the Practice of piety and other good ® 
contain in them, which may fitly be ma 

of for that purpoſe ; provided, that tf 


1 
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;c|ed in, or that there be not a deſign 
nking up there. 

Bur perſons in that caſe are more to ſtudy 
(criptures, the excellencies and attributes 
he divine nature, the natures and offices 
Chriſt; to acquaint themſelves with the 
cular Office of the Holy Ghoſt, as he is 
Spirit of grace and ſupplication; and to 
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d youll their own hearts more, and to conſider 
wor tere their true neceſſities. And in time, 
er le eople do conſcientiouſly labour to make 


ey be 
) Hot 
ly in 


cles acquainted with theſe things, and 
cially to get a ſenſe upon their own hearts 
tir own true and great ſpiritual neceſſitiesʒ 
will caſily furniſh them with matter, and 
er will dictate words. Every one can tell, 
cioquent neceſſity is wont to make beg- 
that are pinched with want and hunger; 
do not uſe to want words to repreſent 
cle. And for a more ſpecial help in this 
er, if any ſuch as make it a matter of 
dt, would but allow themſelves the leiſure, 
ave themſelves the trouble, (but ſhall any 
t a trouble? they would not account 
), it they did the thing;) to peruſe Bp 
mrs treatiſe about the gift of prayer : 


hat 0 


the cul would there ſec, not only what the 
of rat of {© great a man was, concerning 
d ad bet and moſt eligible way of managing 
„ NVireffes to God in prayer; but how al- 


bility may be obtained thro' the grace 
deelſing of God, for applying ourſelyes 
2 in 


(#4) 
in the name and on the behalf of othe 
God in prayer. 

But there is yet an objectkion or two, 
needs to be conſidered. 5 
Object. I. Some will ſay perhaps, * 
they want time, and that their neceſlr 
cular affairs cannot admit of time 
{tated courſe of fanuly-worſhip, morning 
evening. As there can be no reaivn, ; 
have heard, alledged for the one of theſet 
that will not be as weighty for the othe 

Anſw. To this I haye ſeveral things to 

1, It would bc a very great piece of ju 
if ſuch, as are wont ſo to object, wol 
repreſent the calc, as truly it is; that 5 
they would rather ſay, they want heatt;, 
that they want time. Undoubtci!y, 
there is a bent of heart right (er in thi 
ter, time wil be found; it will not be 
ficulty to find it 

2. I would fain know of ſuch, wiy 
do not object too, that they cannot find 
to have ſolemn meals in their jamie 
meals; that they cannot find time ſore 
or drinking, no, nor for {lecping. bu 
theſe things more neceſſary than rel 
What is become of thcir underſtanding! 
forlorn an underſtanding is that growth 
can apprehend a neceſſity for ſet and ar 
cd ſeaſons for repaſt and the repairing 
tural decays, and cannot apprehend a 16 
ty of conſtant family-rcligion, or ſcem to 


of that as a matter lets neceſſary ? Wil 
f! 
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end to believe, that they have ſoüls, im- 
ral ſpirits about them; and that an immor- 
mind or ſpirit is a more valuable thing 
1 clod of clay? Do we need to make 
ckes to chriſtians or to men for ſuch pur- 
54 theſc? Therefore I add again, 

It is very true, that nothing is at that 
e neceſſary, when ſomewhat inconſiſtent 
ewith is truly neceſſary. That is a con- 
on, t!at muſt be ſtated and eſtabliſhed, 
cannot be ſhaken : And therefore we 
0 tac our meaſures, not agarnſt it, but 
„and according to it. For in morality 
mpolible that receſ/arzes ſhould be re- 
nat one to another, any more than that 
em; that one duty to be practiſed 
Id be contrary to another duty, than 
oc truth to be believed ſhould be con- 
to another truth. They are all of a 
„of a kind and alliance, and very ca- 
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* leconcileable with one another. But as 
ani ormerly had occaſion to mind you, fo 1 


remind you, that it is the good man- 
ter, that he orders his affairs with 
lon, If men will do this, they will 
d out ways and methods, how to re- 
le their important neceſſary affairs with 
Mother. 
re are caſes, wherein even a religious 
Melt muff yield and give place to other 
: lary occurrences, It may not only in 
cem do asc; be! 
„ Wil awful, but a duty, to intermit 
IS Wie of ſamily-dury in the ordinary ica- 
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ſon thereof: As, ſuppoſe a perſon be ti 
with a ſudden ſurprizing fit, that endung 
life, and requires the preſent attendance of 
the houſe ; or ſuppoſe my houſe be on fir, 
my neighbour's houſe. The ſtrict obſer; 
of the religion of the ſabbath-day was am 
the Jews diſpenſcd with upon a leſs occal 
when there was but an oxc or a licep © 
pulled out of a ditch. 

But if any will pretend ſuch neceſſatyo 
ſions to be conſtant, then the pretence 0 
throws itſelf; that they muſt conſtantly of 
an ordinary courſe exclude religion out of! 
families upon account of their conſtant oi 
dinary ſecular buſineſs. If this be preter 
the very pretence ſheweth it to be a lallc 
ceſſity, or the falſe pretence of a neceſlitj 
ſo is a pretence, that doth overthrow 
even in the allegation. This is none of: 
caſes, to which that great maxim is app." 
that God will have mercy, and not u 
Such caſcs there are; but theſe cannot be 
ſtant : For then there could be no ſuch 
as ſacrifice ; that is, religion upon thele ! 
muſt quite be thrown out of doors and 
the world. 

4. I would appeal ro yourſelves, ort 
dinary obſervation, whether it be not c 
that there are many initances in forme 
later time, that make it maniſeſt, that 
may be diligence in a calling, aud grit 
upon ſuch diligence; and yet no c, 
tamily-religion, but that kept up 10 8 
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can inſtance in many ſuch obſervable 
And if I ſhould inſtance them to you, 
5 ot you would upon knowledge content 
concur with me, 


the life of that famous man Mr. Igna- 
lerdan, who fifty or ſixty years ago 
mag iſtrate and ſometimes Mayor of 


Jury of noted city of Exeter: I mention him; 
nce ne, befides his extant life, I have had 
1tly oMortini ics to converſe with ſome, that lived 


n{(lerable time in his family; and who did 


ant 0c mc, that his daily courſe was to go to 
preteen, and to take care that his family 
a fal 40 16 too: Then generally he was up 


Of al! the houie 3 uſually at four a- clock in 
morning, both winter and ſummer. Two 


e of WJ ic coinmonly ſpent alone in his ſecret 
app. \(o"'0ns. Abour fix a-clock, it was his uſual 
„t ee tis family together, and to ſpend 


liicrable time in the ſerious cxerciſes of 
on among them: And fo all went with 
order about their ſeveral affairs and buſi- 
bout even. A very ſignal inſtance of 
al” reconcileableness (by the uſe of dil- 
on ; nd pcudence,) of religion with ſecular 


not eie And an inſtance too, how diſcerna- 
for cling did intue and follow upon all; 
that e leave it no matter of objection againſt 
en, that ir muſt impoveriſh the families 
cxc111 WM iich it comes. | 


4 
* ſhould ] doubt the concurrence: of 
64 more 


cy and order? I believe you, or moſt of 


goubt not, but that many of you have, 


| 
| 
| 
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more of you, if I ſhould inſtance in the k 
conduct of Alderman Aſburſt *. 1 have 
opportunity myſelf to know much of tlic 
der of his family in this reſpe&, as to 
daily exerciſes of religion in it: And I tk 
his poſterity left behind are a ſufficient þ 
to you, that religion doth not beggar a fa 
mention theſe inſtances, not as if I tho 
an opulent condition in the world to be 
conſiderable part of the reward of relig 
or any conſtant reward of it. That wer 
diſonour religion, to think that we sh 
necd to mention ſo mean a thing, as 
ward and worldly proſperity, wealth and ric 
as the recompence and reward of reli: 
There are much greater things to be 1 
tioned : The ſecret bleſſing ot God npc 
man's ſpirit: The hoped bleſſing, that! 
deicend upon one's relatives: I he peace, 
a man ſhall! have in his own boſom, trom 
conſideration of his not having the blov 
ſouls on his head, the blood of cluldren, 
the blood of ſervants, (or not having, ta 
care of their fouls: The inſtructive 200 
membrance, that ſuch a one will leave bel 
him; which may be of ute to others, 
he is dead and gone: The glory, tat 
brings to God: The eternal tecompences 
ſincere religion will find at the lalt: I 


—— ͤ . nA 


„ 


* The father of Sir Henry Aburſt, Bart. andof t 
Arft, Knt, Lord-Mayor of Londen in 1693, WiC 
ſermons were preached, 
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c pic aſure and ſatisfaction, that a man will 
e while he ſurvives, where God bleſſeth 
endeavours; and where he can ſee godly 
is tog (pringing up under the influence of 
och practiſed and kept up in the family; 
ent i go, /ervant becoming or made ſuch 
cr his eye, tho” it was not always ſo; it 
[ rho bc, ic may fee ſuch a child or ſervant 
o be Ne ont of his family, and planting other fa- 
rel What a comfort is it to the heart of 
wengi {ich a caſe, to ſec the godly praying 
we hr and maſter of ſuch another family 
mut lay, he carried his religion out of 
family, and that God bleſſed the worſhip 
religion of my houſe ſo to ſeaſon his 
„ that 1 can reckon ſuch or ſuch a reli- 
family ſpringing out of mine! What a 
ort is this! 

lt what J ſpeak of worldly emolument, 
Mmetimes by the eſpecial bleſſing of God 
'cquent, tho' not a neceſſary or conſtant 


and ric 
f telie 
o bc i 
d 1p0 
that! 
PCact, 
1, from 
> bloo 


(dren, event of family-religion,) hath this far- 
wind eben: That if this be the caſe with any 
Ve oo wu, that you are deſcended of godly pa- 
dave da 


and ſprung out of families where re- 
vas kept up, and there is a bleſſing de- 
eh udon you in outward reſpects allo z 
hach enlarged your portion as to the 
of this life, and with that bleſſing hath 
u indeed; then I rcckon the men- 
lach inſtances may be ufeful to ſuch 
n this reſpect; that you may take en- 
cent and underſtand your engagement 
from 


hers, 
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from, thence to keep up the religion wü 
you find hath not been an uſeleſs diſac 
tageous thing to your family. Neider! 
not diſhonoured your families, nor you; 
not you diſhonour it; be not aſhamed it | 
religion of your fathers, ' who have gone | 
fore you in this way and courſe. In the 
place as to the objection of want of time 
would add, that 

5. It ought deeply to be conſidered, v 
cher more time might not be redccmed, | 
only from ſuch occaſions as are in a de 

neceſſary, but from ſuch as are altogether 
neceſſary ; and this without any prejudic 
health? Where ſuch an allegation is | 
and ſtood upon, certainly one half koury 
out any great prejudice might be gained 
ſleep by riſing fo much the carlicr iu 
morning. But as that may be 1aid to | 
gaining and ſparing of time from that vi 
is neceſſary, how much more may be gil 
trom that which is unneceſlary ? And 
that I muſt appeal to yourſelves ; I Kaos 
other people's circumſtances, but cvcry 0 
ſuppoſed to know his own.;, And 10} 
ſelves know, whether ſome time miglt 
be ſparcd from the Coffee-houte, or from 
ſcaſonable viſits, at that hour of the da) 
would be molt fit or the religion and“ 
ſhip of your family. can but appeal to 
ſelves, whether it may not be ſo. 

I know, it may poſlibly be alledged 
particular caſe; if it be asked, Wiy 
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1 wilo: not at a more ſeaſonable hour about 
diſage cxercites of religion in your family? 
ion H I was obliged to obſerve ſuch an a 

you: ointment with ſuch! a one about buſineſs 
ed of i coffec-houſe or a tavern.” But I would 
gone Marc; ls it neceſſary, that this muſt be con- 
1 the iy ſo, or more ordinarily ſo? Or can 
H time er be provided, that ſuch meetings might 
t more ſeaſonable hours, ſo as not to ex- 


red, u family-duty in its proper ſeaſon; that 
med, No occaſion it either to be quite laid aſide, 
a de lich may be as culpable,) to be deferred 
gether e ic an hour of the day or night, (for 
rejudicaiy ercateſt danger of this kind is in the e- 
n bing, til every one naturally is more diſ- 
Hour cep, than to prayer or to hear God's 
aned (MF! read or opened to them? Might it not 
lier in Hranaged otherwiſe? And then may Inot 


id to eto jou, whether this be not an affront 
that vl 0 Majeſty of Ged? According to that 
be gu is ured by the prophet Malachi, ch. 
And . When ye bring that which was torn, 
1 kao Wi ane and the fick for an offering, 
evcry accept this at your hands ? ſaith 
14 to Led. Or, as in ver. 8. Is not ſuch a 
might e erz? Offer it now unto thy go- 
or from Wi” 3 377! be be pleaſed with thee? lt is 


fer God an affront, inſtead of a ſacrifice; 
verinup of a. carcaſe,. inſtead of. a living 
lice or ſervices. It ſpeaks your contempt 
I divine Majeſty, when you dare ordi- 
preſume to do ſo; inſtead of that reve- 
c Which ought to animate all your worthip. 

o .i@ 1 : And 
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upon ſuch an occaſion, but only to leave) 
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And therefore about this, no other coy 
can be taken by one who ſhall preach to 


to ſerious communing about this matter 
tween God and your own ſouls. Bring 
caſe before him, and conſider your rule, 
conſider your judge; for you arc not to 
final judges; nor are you to judge arbitr 
in a {ubordinate way, but by rule. 
. Conſider, I ſay, the rules you are to ji 
by, what ſuch laws as theſe lay upon us. 

What foever we do, we are to do all ti 
glory of God. 1 Cor. 10. 31. Can yo 
to God in this caſe, and ſay, Lord, Ia 
to thee, who knoweſt all things, whe 
© I was not about buſineſs at the coffee! 
© or tavern, which did more tend to gil 
* thee, than inſpecting my family would 
© have done; than reading out of thy 
Word or calling upon thy name would! 
© have done. 

We are required to di all that ut. 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ce 
17. A moſt awful thought that! This 
run through our lives, to do all wc 4 
the name of our Lord Jctus. Nor b. 
unreaſonable thing, that this law ſoul 
laid upon us: For by whoſe vouch 
and procurement is it, that we have a 
in this world? It is by bim that ff 
conſiſt. This world, if it had not bc 
him, would have been pulled in pieces“ 
the ears of its inhabitants many a Jo 
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was ſaid concerning Jeſeph, exalted in that 
u truſt in Egypt; and it was ſaid to him 
the prince upon the throne, Without thee 
ill no man lift up his hand or his joot in 
the land of Egypt. Gen. 41. 44. If 
d ſay ſo concerning him, of whom that 
h was but a type, our glorious bleſſed 
xd; © The creation is given to thee, it might 
ave been all made to vaniſh into nothing 
ung ago, but it is now devolved into thy 
unds; Be thou abſolute arbiter of life and 


* a, and of all concernments to this whole 
an val ton; All power is given to thee in heaven 
d, In earth: This being the ſtate of the 
vet is not an unreaſonable law that I now 
offec ron, that whatſoever ye do in word or 
tio de ould do all in the name of Chriſt; 
wou bare nothing to do in this world, but 
(chr name. Now can you go by this rule, 


lay, Lord, it was in the name of Feſus 
it, that 1 thought my (ſelf more con- 
. red to mind ſuch and ſuch buſineſſes at 
publick houſe at ſuch an hour in the even- 
% [ather than the buſineſs of my family 
lc exerciſes of religion; rather than in 
aoning, and in opening and urging the 
ptures to them, and calling on thy name 
chaſe them” Let theſe things be conſidered 
ave fbr of God; and not like perſons that 
nile in matters, wherein God will 

not bes with us one day. I need to do no 
piece il than to leave ſuch caſes to a commu- 
| el een God and your own ſouls : If you 
wit 
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will let the matter be heard there, it 
bring the caſe before God, and the appeal 
be made to him about it. But if you 
judge the matter without hearing, and as 

ole. judges, when you are no way ſo b 
ſubordination ; if you will have it dete: 
ed finally by an improper judgment, wit 
debate, without examining the matter pr» 
con: This argueth a bad cauſe and ag 
conſcience ; When you dare not try che 1 
ter between God and your own ſouls; 
dare not to ſce how it will go there, 
[there is none to audit the account but 
and you. 5 | i | 

---I would fain have you confider the m 
in this light day by day in ſuch caſes; 
when you go to take your reſt at night, 
may lie down and flcep in peace; not 
cauſe you do not conſider the ſtate of 
caſe, whether you have done your dut 
not; but becauſe you have; and fo c 
peal to God about it, that you have don 
cording to the obligations of the chriſtian 
lying upon you in reference to ourſef 
in reference to yours, 


 Ohjett. I. W may au, 8 It is true ti 

gin to apprehend and admit a con" 
c that it is very reaſonable and fit, there! 
be religion in families, even as fuct! 
they know not how to maſter the gi 
« ficulry of beginning. It hath been ii 
an unwonted thing with them; and, 


chriſtian 
yourlci 


is true th 


4 con 
there" 
as ſuch 
＋ the _ 
been bi 


1 
of the matter ſhould be confeſſed, it 
k be plainly-this, that they are aſhamed 
de taken notice of by their relatives and 
ndents, as thoſe who have admitted a 
icon that they have been hitherto in 
wrong: They think it will be an ownin' 
ſort of guilt in their omiflton hicherts) 
n they ſhall ſet this on foot as a new 
ſe. C „ l . - 
oft, Bur methinks the providence of 
hath mighty opportunely provided you 
anſwer againſt this objection, if it hath 
pace in the minds of any; by ordering 
natter ſo, that the duty ſhould be recom- 
d ſo unanimouſly at the ſame time by 
eit a body. of the miniſtry, that in many 
verable congregations in this City this 
dot tamily-rcligion hath - newly been in- 
on at once. ls it a ſhame to hearken 
£ voice of inſtructors, ſo inſtructed (as 
uy believe) of God, as unitedly to give 
dot celeuſma; to cry, © Come, let tis 
t once fee what can be done to beat 
n the growing irreligion and profaneſs 
de age, and to revive lauguiſhing reli! 
"= do cauſe it to ſpring up afreſn in 
3 „% ôF—h 1. ag 
what a comely lovely example was 
" to the reſt of the chriſtian world, 


Kizion and the order of families was 


dencrally kept up in it! Such a luſtre 
apeck did hardly ſhine upon any ſpot 
„ 3 <d upon this city. And when 

there 
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there is ſo common a cry only to reyi 
former practice, ſhould it be a ſnhame to 
ken to it? 

We arc indeed to take all heed imagin 
that this may not degenerate into a der 
fleepy formaliry. It is no neceſſary c 
quence, that it ſhould do ſo. | It is not cht 
ſign, either of the ſcripture precept, or oft 
that inforce ſuch precepts upon you, tha 
ſhould reſt in the external form of this 
or part. of religion: But that we {hou 
labour to get the form filled up with lit 
ſpirit more and more. And by how 1 
the morc it ſhail be ſo; as London hath 
an eminent inſtance of religion in to 
times and ages, eſpecially fince the Reto 
tion, ſo it will be much more fo: As 

own more in other reſpects, ſo un 
through the bleſſing of God grow in tl 
ſpect alſo! 

We are expecting the time, when th: 
rit of the Lord is to be poured forth i 
copiouſly, more generally, and in 2 
meaſure, than hitherto: And what an tf 
will it be, that ſhall be put upon n 
that ſhall be made a luminary to ſo g. 
part of the world beſides, as ſuch 2 0 
fall under the notice and obſervatio! 
Inſtead of ſhamc, here will be gloth. 
you glory, (inſtead of being aſhamed, 1 
your part in ſo noble a deſign, to 
languiſhing religion in our Land, and i 
don, and in our age, If you tli ak 
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chriſtian religion ſhould not dwindle and 
ut in a ſauft 5 oh, contribute your utmoſt 
our ſeveral ſtations, that it may be more 
more a ſpreading and vivid thing, ſuch 
way ſpread and recommend itſelf. 
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the foregoing diſcourſes, An 

I. That which hath bc 
may be uſeful for our 77/0 
in ſundry inferences, which it will be 
obvious to deduce from it. 

Firſt, That if there ought to be fi 
thing as famly-relivion ; then certanmi!' 1 
ought to be ſuch a thing as perſond. 
as families do tuppoſe perſons, and ate! 
up of them; ſo family- religion mult i 
perſonal religion. For the reaſon tor 
mentioned, I did ſelect out of this td 
my main ſubject the buſineſs of tami!)-1 
on, and do not deſign a diſtinct dilcouric 
cerning perſonal; that being the büßte 
all our preaching and hearing all the Je 
bout. But yet, as I told you, I ſhal: ne 
over upon this ſubject the bulineis © 


| 
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or perſonal religion. But I reckon it 
ftly comes in by way of inference and 
Alion from what hath been ſaid to thc 
ner: For there cannot be a greater abſur- 
or foleciſm in all the world, than that 
2 Hould pretend to ſet up religion in 
my, and yet know nothing what be- 
„to any exerciſes of religion alone and 
by himſelf, 
on many pretend, (but I hope from 
you have heard it is but a pretence,) 
the obligation unto family-religion 1s 
ue and hard to be made out. But in 
een time, as to perſonal religion, nothing 
made q de more expreſs. How diſtinct is the 
cs. A and of our great and bleſſed Lord, in 
h bcc Wi 6. 5. Euter into thy cloſet, and ſbut 
ir in er, and pray to him in ſecret that 
will be n /ecrer, and be will reward thee open- 
becaule then we have ſhewn, that reli- 
o be (vp not to be ſhut up in a cloſet, is it 
rtainl! ¶ ere to be ſhut out thence, againſt ſo ex- 
r{onal, i prccept as this? I intend no more 
nd arc ay ny to touch upon this ſubject; and 
uſt (only unto my deſign in taking notice 
on for it will ſattice to ſay briefly theſe four 
this te concerning it. 
famih. Tit there is more conſtant and eaſy op- 
icon e tor the exerciſe of perſonal and ſo- 
c bul:00 ticion, than there can be for any other. 
the g Mighty privilege that is, which a good 
{hall 100 ould be loth to forfeit or to make 
fincis of. © I can be with God alone at 
| H2 © any 
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any time; I can retire my ſelf, when l. 
© to the more ſtated exerciſes of perſona 
* ligion : Whenever my heart is in a di 
tion, I can preſently cjaculate a thong 
deſire, and holy aſpiring Godward, 
* poſſible that men may hinder the mectin 
others together for the exerciſes of tel 
© but who can come between God and! 
© With him 1 can converſe in any den, it 
deſart, in any dungeon 3; and none cu 
vent me. 

2. There is more liberty and freedon 
ſpirit in the ſecret exerciſes of religion 
I can pour out my ſoul and vent nj 
unto Cod treely, when I am with tin 
corner. This is one of the great pri 
of fricnd{hip : It is the mutual ſenſe 0: WR" t 
that are entirely friends to one aiothcr, Me: 
are theatre enough to one another, 
the noted moraliſt ſpeaks, Alter alen irc 
amplum theatrum ſumus: 1 and my int 
there needs no witneſs, no ſpectator: 
enough for us, that we can be entire 
inwardly converſant with one another 

3, There is hereupon ſo much more eck 
light in it, the higheſt complacency. n 
know what the delights are of iricndiy 
merce with one of a ſuitable ſpirit. oc: 
there is no friendſhip like the divine, 1 
are no delights like thoſe of dune RNs v 
ſhip. When I retire myſelf with hind! 
poſe, my meditation of him ſyail b. 
{aith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 104. 34. fe 
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; thus with himſelf, <© How precious are 
hy thoughts to me, O God! I can be with 
od, as ſoon as I can think a thought; and 
ow deligheful is it, when he is pleaſed to 
ingle thoughts with me, to inject thoughts ! 
at is the way of ſpirits converſing with 
mother; and moſt of all of the paternal 
t, the Father of ſpirits, that knoweth how 
t immediately and inwardly to influence 
own otf-ſpring. 

„ There is the fulleſt expreſſion of ſince- 
| ia ſecret and cloſet- religion. It is in op- 
tion to the practice of hypocrites, that our 
our gives that injunction which I men- 
cd, in Mai. 6. 5, 6. hen ye pray, be not 
the hypocrites ; they would fain appear to 
n to pray : they love to pray in the ſyna- 
Ks, and in the corners of the ſtreets, that 
may ve ſeen of men. All their religion 
teet-reitgion , ſynagogue - religion; they 
no other. But do thou enter into thy 
%, and ſbut the door, &c. There is no- 
g of delign in this, but to meet with God, 
ply him the homage I owe to him, and 
ek from him the vital communications 
K | need: Here is nothing of pomp, no- 
2 0! oſteutation. When our Saviour faith, 
Kites do fo and ſo; you may caſily by 
cr Paces in the goſpel know whom he 
0s by that character, namely, the Scribes 
bdurilcet, mentioned in the foregoing 
fer and cl{ewhere : They are often men- 
K in conjunction with that other title, in 
H 3 Mat, 
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Mat. 23. Wo nnto you Scribes and Pharil, 
hypocrites. Of all religions in the wol 
would never make a Phariſee the meaſyr; 
my religion; to have but a phariſaical reli 
a religion with others or in the ſight of of 
but none to myſelf. How many pleaſe th 
felves, if they think they have à more en 
lent gift in this kind, to make oſtentatiq 
it to others; but towards God alone they 
dumb and ſilent ! They ſeem to be all u 
on with others; but alone they arc not! 
in it, their hearts arc all earth and ſtone. 

Secondly, If there onght to be fami- 
gion ſet up and kept up by governors d 
milies; then they in families, who art 
der government, are obliged to comply ! 
unto. Any duty, that is incumbcnt upon 
relative as ſuch, doth manifeſtly imply the 
ty of the correlative or of the correlate. l 
vernors of families muſt ſet up and ker 
religion in their familics; then they tua 
under government muſt comply : The 
authority, that binds the one, binds the- 
too. So that they, who reiulic to coll 
are not only rebels againſt the governdl 
the family; but rebels againſt the L 
heaven and carth, with whoſe author! 
governors arc inveſted: For there is nog 
but from him. | 

And tho' it be true indeed, that an! 
governor can ſce no farther than to 4 
nal conformity; He, from whom the d 
tion principally comes, ſeeth farther, cc 
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the heart and ſoul with the ſtricteſt and 
ſt prying inſpection. And therefore with 
ence to him, ſuch as arc under govern- 
it in families are obliged to concur in heart 
j ſpirit, and not to afford an external and 
y preſence only. For your buſineſs lies 
n the God of the ſpirits of all ficſh ; who 
cs notice, whether you come with an in- 
ecl heart or a diſinclined, with averſion or 
i deſire; or whether you attend upon ſuch 
es with complacency or without delight. 
de is no deceiving of him. The ſame law, 
t obliges you to pray, obliges you to pray 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and implieth, that if you 
re his communications and aſſiſting influ- 
„ as 4 Spirit of grace and ſupplication, 
vill ordinarily be afforded ; and that you 
| not be deſtitute of thoſe aſſiſtances but 
lighting them, by deſpiſing and reſiſting 
yexing that Spirit, who is ready to aſſiſt 
and to engage your hearts and to do 
n good by ſuch a duty. | 
id let me tell yon, that as it is an eulo- 
d character of praiſe and commendation, 
un one to be good in a bad family; ſo 
dull proportionably be an horrid brand up- 
uy one to be bad in a good family. It 
thought fit to be put upon record con- 
ing Abijah the fon of Jeroboam, 2 King. 
13. that here was ſome good thing found 
bm towards the Lord his God, even in 
ae of Feraboam 3 good deſires , good 
nations, even in ſo wicked a family as 
H 4 | Jero- 
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Fernboam's was. It is propottionably an þ 
rid mark upon that perſon, who continu 
ungodly in a godly family : That is, apry 
leſs wretch in a praying family: whoſe h 
at leaſt never prayeth, hath no deſires ; 
God; no contritiou, no ſenſe in the conf 
ſion of ſin; no love, no gratitude in | 
acknowledgment of mercy. For one to a 
tinue ungodly in a godly family, or togo 
ungodly from a godly family, what an ho 
thing will this be! How much of terror. 
amazement will it carry in it at laſt, y 
the caſe comes to open it ſelf to view, 
to be looked upon and conlidercd in its 
per and native aſpect! And even as it 1 
is; to think with one's ſelf, © That ſuch 
© {uch children or fcilow-ſervants in a fu 
© where I may have lived a confiderableti 
may have had their hearts melted in hea 
© the word rcad and opened and app! 
© but mine was always hard: They have 
© their ſouls humbled in the acknowledgn 
© of fin, but mine was unhumbled: I 
have had deſires enlarged in ſeeking tor! 
cy, but I had no deſire after ſpiritual go 
-——To live ſo in a good family, and to g 
ſuch from a good family; oh, the horte 
this caſe, and the reflections it will cad 
the cloſe of time! or, if not fo, in an cο io 
ty of miſery, that will never end! | 

Thirdly, We may farther collect he 
that if family-governors arc to reſobe 
their families as well as themſelves, upon le 
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Lord ; then they have a power and a truſt 
their families, and about their families, 
reference hereto. Otherwiſe Joſbua had 
| he knew not what, or why, when he 
| I and my houſe will ſerve the Lord. 
this I have evinced already by ſeveral 
(derations; as was neceſlary in refe- 
e to a diſcourſe of this nature. It is plain, 
2 power God doth inveſt cyery governor 
l family with. 

17% Ir there be ſuch a power lodged 
a- governors; then hie power ought 
ere its exerciſe. There is no power in 
ej that is fruſtrancous, and never to be 
ed into act: Such an incongruity as that 
yet to be found in the whole volume of 
re, And it is as little to be found in 


tion. If there be then ſuch a power, it 
t to be reduced into act: That is, maſters 
anlies, by the uſe and exerciſe of this 
th muſt oblige thoſe that live under their 
ument to comport becomingly with the 
and excrciſes of religion in their fami- 
There ought to be a paternal, a deſpo- 
uſe of this power in reference to this 


Jou ak, herein 7 5 we muſt ſpeak with 

Kon, becauſe the ſubordinate relatives 

lily are not all of one order, but there 

a diverſity among them. 

bete there is a godly praying husband, 

an ungodly ne, that cannot endure 
to 


ters that are of a moral and ſpiritual con- 
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to comport with ſuch exerciſes of religion 
the family; here is indeed, in reference 
what is paſt, matter of deep ſhame and hy 
liation, that no wiſer and better a choice 
made. Perſons in their choice ought mutuz 
to have reference to this as the firſt and n 
thing, to match minds and ſpirits, rather t 
fancics and fortunes: And ir ſhould be 
ter of deep humiliation, if it have not becn 
But as to what is future, there can be no 
done in this caſc, than to exhort with au 
rity, and ſo to reprove as may be moſt (uit 
to the end, and moſt likcly to attaia it. 

If it be the caſe as to the husband in 1 
rence to the wife, that he diſcovers an arei 
to every thing of religion, and cipeciall 
any family exerciſes of it; here is no a 
rity to be uſed; (the woman hath none. 
the man;) but in that relation there me 
all the prudent and gentle perſuaſions thit 
be, and a reſolution to engage as many en 
family as ſhe can to bear a part with her 111 
exerciſes of family-rcligion ; as you nat... 
Eſther and her maids : For ſhe is to of 
in the Lord; and not ſo to obey, 2510 \.. 
don religion uponſhis account, and to in ir 
it out of the family. And ſhe is kind n 
herein, and puts the greateſt obligati®" Wing 
him, (which he may come to under{t: ther 
time,) in that ſhe labours to keep off? 
from coming upon the family: As A 
once keep off from Nabal a vengc. 
was juſt coming upon him. 
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bit as to children; where there are godly 
ents that have ungodly children, diſcovering 
y a diſinclination to religion; (as indeed 
the moſt part it is too carly diſcoverable ;) 
ere this is diſcoverable, there ought to be 
much the more ſerious carneſt endeavour 
| to cultivate this wilderneſs of nature, and 
correct it betimes. There ought to be carly 
mations and endeavours to inſtill princi- 
x of religion, to be inſtrumental towards 
policing of ſouls with a reverence of that 
ly, whom they themſelves reverence. As 
doubt it was from what Jacob had long ob- 
ed concerning his father Iſaac, that, ſwear- 
by God, he {wore by him under the name 
he fear of his father Iſaac ; Gen. 31. 53, 
hom he had long obſerved his father 
We a great reverence for. 
it when any are grown up with this aver- 
(which it may be thror ech great negli- 
was not animadyerted pen betimes, as 
ould hoye been,) and do now diſcover 
nenmity againſt the religion of their father 
ot their family; wiſe and holy parents 
vas yet to make uſe of their paternal au- 
j in that caſe, at leaſt in the diſpoſal of 
1stheirs, They may let it be underſtood 
own, that by how much the leſs they 
themtelves lovers of God, they the pa- 
ell ſhew. themſelves ſo much the leſs 
5 0! them, and the more ſparingly pro- 
for them, And they ought not only to 
% bur to do ſo, There is not a greater 
fault 
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fault to be animadverted upon among perf 
profeſſing religion, who are governors 0 
milics, than that they ict a fond and fog 
affection to their children prevail againſt 
dutiful and loyal love which they owe to 
that is, that without diſtinction they labour 
put all that they can into the hands of an ii 
godly ſon ; which is indeed to arm him :2:fih:: 
God's intereſt in the world, and againſt rcliy 
They ſhould take care, that ſuch ſhall live: 
that they ſhall have all the advantages that 
can give them, wherewith to maintain 
keep up a war againſt heaven; this s 
good parents can never give an account 
that when they arc only intruſted as ſtew 
of the manifold grace of God, they ſhove 
pole of it ſlo. Theſe are the gifts of his 
taken in a larger ſenſe, of his bounty ants 
neſs: And if they wall imploy chem, in 
ſo much the more effectually to keep 1 
maintain a war againſt the univerſal tuen 
the world; this is a moſt undutiful and di! 
affection. 

As for ſervants ; they are no ſuch in 
ble parts of a family, but that, if ti z 
found finally inflexible, and diſcover 21 coi” 1 
againſt God and religion that cannot be 
come and got out of their hearts, ti” "yn 
got out of the houſe, And they #1 Wit i 
As the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks concerning tellis 
Pſal. or. When he had expreſſed in 
ginning of the Plaim his reſolutrion con mu 
tamily- order, that he world H, or c e 
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perfect way and with an upright heart in 
ſouſe, perform and do the duties of a 
ly governor with integrity and uprightneſs; 
hat muſt be meant by Walling there ;) So in 
hat follows he tells you, what the characters 
d be of one that ſhould ſtay or ſhould not 
in his houſe. He ſpeaks to this purpoſe, 
th acgarively and poſitively. Negatively; 
e cork of them that turn aſide, ſhould not 
ive to him. ver. 3. That is, of them that 
linc and are oppoſite to religion; ſo it muſt 
ncipally be underſtood. A froward heart 
|| depart from me; I will not know a Wit- 
| ferſon. ver. 4. He had ſpoken before of 
rule he would obſerve in reference to his 
ue and family; and to this thoſe following 
reſons muſt be underſtood to have a direct 
rence, And for the expreſſion of froward, 
that other of turning aſide; they are uſed 
livers places of ſcripture to ſignify diſincli- 
en to religion, an averſe, diſaffected heart 
ard Cod. As in Pſal. 5 3. 2, 3. one of 
e words is there uſed: When God looked 
from heaven, to ſee if any did under- 
4 and [ock God; it is ſaid, Every one of 
8 15 CONE BACK 3 they are in an averſe, 
ttcd poſture, all hanging off from God 
dllaffccted to him. So one of thoſe words 
KinPlal.;8.3. The wicked are eſtranged 
l the womb they GO ASTRAY, as ſoon | 
% be born. This reference the expreſ- 
mult be underſtood to have here, to ſig- 
llaffection to religion. Now ſuch a one, 

| ſaith 
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ſaith he, ſhall depart from me, and T will 
know him. And afterwards, ver. 7. Het 

 worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell within 
houſe : he that telleth lyes, ſball not tan 
my ſight ; One, in whom this conjundig 
actually found, (which is always to been 
ed,) diſaffection to God and falſhood to o 
ſelf. A thing, that a heathen took notice 
long ago; Qui Deum non ti ment, fl 
homines: They that fear not God, habe 
truth towards men. 
But the Pſalmiſt tells us, who ſhall fy 
his houſe. ver. 6. Mine eyes ſhall be upon 
faithful of the land, that they may d 
with me; And he that walketh in a pi 
way, or uprightly, he ſhall ſerve me. *| 
have mine eyes every where; and it there? 
© honeſt, upright-hearted perſon to be fc 
Iwill chuſe ſuch a one for my ſervant. 
This ought to be a meaſure to all of 
A godly, faithful ſervant is, I am afraid, 
little valued thing with many among us: | 
are more indifferent, how their ſervants! 
affected towards religion; whether the 
any love of God or godlineſs, yea or 19. 
if ſuch can be found, ſaith the Palmil, | 
ſhall ſerve me, live with me: I will la 
furniſh my houſe, as far as in me is, with 
as will labour to comply and fall in wi 
in the great buſineſs of religion. Tou! 
heard concerning this ſame Ptalmilt D 
2 Sam. 6. 20. how, after that great ſolen 
was over of placing the ark, he rectum 
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b his houſhold. It is obvious enough to 
lt, that this was a ſtated practice with 
from which that great ſolemnity ſhould 
divert him, when the time and ſeaſon 
come of going to periorm the ordinary 
tiles of religion in his houſe; and unto 
thereſore in its proper time he applieth 
elf, 

will therefore be the care of good family- 
rs, to have ſuch for members of their 
lies, as may Contribute to the drawing 
n of a bleſſing upon their houſe ; that 
may not counteract themſelves : And, as 
daily exerciſe of religion is the bleſling 
family, that they may not, by conni- 
and indulgence to wickedneſs and diſaf- 
dn to religion, undo their work and pull 
ta curſe, more effectually than they can 
u 4 half and divided way to gain or 
down a bleſſing. 

ee ſeveral ways there ought to be an 
le of the power, that God hath inveſted 
malter of a family with. And it ought 
conſidered, that where- ever there is a 
„ there is a truſt. There can be no 
d from God; and where he lodgeth 
Mover, he doth alſo commit a truſt into 
vm ins: And the weight of this ought to 
in VO"! vill lic upon every one that is con- 
You WW". And thercfore-—— 

giſt Le 

t e gut up all the diſcourſe upon this 
ccurne "tha tew words of Exhortation. 

1. Mhere- 


( 112 

1. Whereſoever family-religion hath þ 
ſet on foot, let it be continued, and 1 
to improve it; that is, to be more and u 
ſerious and lively and ſpiritual ; both they 
are to manage the duty, and they that x 
concur and join. Let there be an ende: 
to grow more quick and lively herein. \| 
I ſpoke about the circumſtances of uch 
ciſes, I ſaid nothing how much time wa 
be ſpent in them, Indced there is no 
ticular rule to be ſet for that; as I hare 
you the matter ſtands upon other accoy 
In ſuch caſes prudence is to be exercil 
matters of religion, as well as in other 
ters. A good man will order his affairs 
diſcretion, as hath been ſaid again and: 
Every man is to take his rule and mealu 
that from diſcretion ; but by no means 
indiſcretion. It ought to be conliderei 
prudence and judiciouſneſs, what is molt 
ly to ſerve the end of religion, in ſuch | 
ciſes of it as we have been ſpeaking of. 
kon, that one quarter of an hour ſpem 
ſpirit and life, is a great deal better that 
together ſpent in nauſcous flatting repeti 
(which was the Phariſaical way, ) in ſuche 
ous and fulſom way, as tends to make 16 
a burthen and grievance. I think that i 
ble to the purpoſes of religion, which hal 
applied to meaner, much meaner purpoſe 
it is good to come from a meal with d 
tite; that it is good to come 10 too 
exerciſe of religion, with thoſe pleali 


TAP 


hes left upon one's ſpirit as may make him 
gor the return of ſuch a ſeaſon: When 
the time for prayer and ſolemn attendan- 
pon God come again? But this, beyond 
things, ſhould be endeavoured, that there 


th þ 
d lab 
nd n 
they 


ut at 
nden be an improvement in life and vigour and 
„ Waliey in the performance of thele things, 
ach in them that manage them, and in thoſe 
rc to concur and join; where ſuch a 
no e family-religion is {ct up and hath been 
havc WS up. 


I muſt deſire you to ſuffer the exhortation 
where family- religion hath not hitherto 
begun Oh, make haſte and begin it, 
it off no longer, Defer no longer to 
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and bo indiiputable a right; or to make uſe of 
eau ret an advantage for yourſelves, and for 
cans bat you are concerned for, I hinted to 
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ſpent 
that 
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In what was {aid to an objection, that it 
be a great difficulty with ſome how to 
They are aſhamed to be taken notice 
Saving received a conviction of this mate 
ad ſo to own a fault by applying to a 
n) practice. But we all profeſs ourſelves 
hans: And as we are men, we are under 
orernmeut of the ſupreme Ruler, and 


ke de accountable to him, It becomes us 
t counts, to learn to be aſhamed of 
bu and not to be athamed of our duty. 
tos what hath been ſaid ſhall obtain to be 
ith ned and laid to heart; I cannot but 
too i that they who are aſhamed to begin, 
ci ler be aſhamed not to begin, to derer 


{ | 


} and 
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and neglect ſo great and important and ba 
a work. as this is. 
O think, how ſhame will be eſtimated 
day in the general aſſembly; when all the yg 


the Whole creation of intelligent creat 
angels and mcn, ſhall be convencd before 
judgment-icat. Think how ſhame andre 
tion will be eſtimated in the great day, 
are told, that the reſurrection of ungodly 
will be a reſurrection and awakening to | 
and everlaſting reproach. Dan. 12. 2. Ma 
them, that ſleep in the duſt of the earth, 
awake ; ſome to ſhame and everlaſting er 
Oh ! for a man to be hurried away from 
bright glorious preſence of the bleſſed God 
det the notion of one that would not call 
him; ſever'd from all the ſpirits of ju*1 
made perfect; and from that innumerable 
pany of glorious and bleſſed angels to MX 
an aſſociate and companion of devils 10 
ternity for this very reaſon ! Why 15 hed! 
into darkneſs, and caſt out into tholc 1 
where there is weeping and wailing any 
ing of teeth? Why, he would never cal 
Cod: He had a family, but there was i0 
gion in it; he never cared to kcep UÞ 
intereſt in his carthly ſtation: This is th 
his portion and puniſhment. Think, Vi 
this will not be a greater ſhame, than to! 
an holy religious courſe, that hath bee 
jected hitherto. 
I ſhall briefly ſhut up all with the folio 
conſiderations, that may through God's: 
help to intorce all upon us. - 


(us) 
' Confider, how come you to have a fa- 
and your family to have a place and habi- 
on in this world? Do you not know, that 
ord is the ruler of all this world, and that 
wo - ſolitary in families, and aypornts 
| the bounds of their habitation* And 
lat > That they might ſeek the Lord; 
ſonified, AR. 17. 26, 27, 28.) if" ſo be 


e feel and find him out, who is not far 
m one o/ us, ſince in him due all live and 


ond hauts our being. Will you defeat the 
n, for which God made ſuch a world of 
res, and hath diſpoſed them into ſocieties 
convenient ſtations here upon this earth? 
this done meerly to gratify and pleaſe theſe 
ures? That is to ſuppoſe a creature deſign- 
bod to be its own end, and that he had 
ed 110 prerogative of his Deity to the 
of his own hands now in rebellion againſt 


Vo not you know, that you need a con- 
preſerver in your ſeveral dwellings ? Ex- 
be Lord build the houſe, they labour in 
oat build it : except the Lord keep the 
ine watchman waketh but in vain. Plal. 
. Acity you know is made up of ſo many 
uhabited; but every ſuch houſe is kept 

„it God be not the keeper. And what! 
It worth the taking notice of, that watch- 
E ou night after night and day after day? 
How can you expect to live comfortab! y in 
wellings without God? What good will 
dor mens do you? Can a bleſling for a 
| 12 ſoul 
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ſoul ſpring out of the earth, a good ſuitabley 
immortal mind! It is an amazing thing, 
repreſcats it, chap. 21. 7, &c. that men 
outwardly flouriſh in their external circum 
ces, live, become old, and mighty in puis. 
their ſeed eſtabliſhed in their ſight, and ther 
ſpring before their eyes, and their houſe 
from frar; they dwell ſecurely in them, 
are ſafe from fear, tho not from danget; 
yet take no notice, who it is that makes! 
dwell in chat ſafety; and thereupon /ay wid 
notwithſtanding all this, that they live unde 
wing and upon his bounty, depart from ut, 
we deſirs not the knowledge of thy ways. it 
< Our houſes {hall be as much ſtrangers tore 
on, as they are to fear; they are free from 
and they ſhall be as free from piety too. 
they are pleated with as their greateſt pri 
to be Without God. And yet, as it foilow 
16. heir good is not in their own hand 
counſel of the wicked is far from me. 
be, far from me! I would not have my 
bound up with ſuch a one's ſoul! O 
enter not into the ſecret of thoſe horrid 
tures, thoſe monſters of ingratitude, undi 
neſs and diſaffection towards a kind, 9 
and benign Lord! They have not thcir g 
their own hand, but it is all in his, to) 
they yet ſay, depart from us! And tie 
ſeem to proſper in this courſe a while; 
what comes of it at length. ver. 17, Kc, 
often is the caullle of the wicked put oil 
proſperity; reverſed, their light exſting 


— ä —— FR NS 7 — 


(117) 

bow often cometh" their deſtructiůon upot 
v vcr. 19. God layeth up his miguity for 
children ; (this cometh of it at laſt;) He 
urdeth him, and he ſhall know it: Many 
s he takes care, that he ſhall know it in 
\ ways as arc there expreſs d, ver. 20. His 
eyes ſhall ſee his own deſtruction, and he 
brink of the wrath of the Almighty : For 
t pleafure hath he in his houſe after bin, 
he number ef his months ir cut off in 
nat? He hath children ſpringing up, it 
be, and furniſhed by his fooliſh and fond 
and concern with great things in this world; 
a ſon is married into ſuch a family, and 
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sto daughter into another, where they are 
from and opulently provided for. But his 
too Wren come to deſtruction in his very ſight : 
t priiWMotten o; he ſeeth all waſting and melting 


01,008, cven as an heap of ſnow before the ſun. 


bans: Ns often the heritage of wicked men from 
ne. end in this world; and if it be not fo 


ve MY 
Om 


k world, worſe and more diſmal things 
tterwards. In the mean time, what com- 
orm n there be, with all the enjoyments and 
unde that a man can have in his houſe, be 
d, gare plcaſing an habitation, while God is 
cir Meer, dweils not there; is not worſhipped, 
„to WW Uvclls not there ? 71 
Conſider, how amiable a thing a religious 
, Where the fear of God governeth and 
ith, Do but read to that purpoſe the 
aun, which might fruitfully be run over. 
9 not you defire, that the world ſhould 
mend? 
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mend ? that you may ſee better times; 200 
ſee your city flouriſh ? If trade languiſh, a 
one is ſenſible : Methinks we ſhould not ke 
ſenſible, if religion languiſh. © But hoy þ 
it live, if not in families? There is the on 
failure. And any place, that hath been | 

the ſeat of religion, when it comes to decy 
that reſpect, will decay in other reſpects toy. 
inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, left my foul dy 

om thee. and I leave thee deſolate uit 
mhabitant. Jer. 6. S. If that, which is then 
ſoul of any people's good eſtate, even of tief 
litical body; if that retire, all moulders: | 
if the ſoul of a man retires, is gone and yi 
drawn, the body crumbles and turns tod 
How deſireable a thing is it to a London 
ſce London in a proſperous flouriſhing cond 
on! But never expect to ſee it ſo, if teig 
ſhall be in a languiſhing decaying condit 
gradually from day to. day. That wil 
dreadful forctoken. 

6. Conſider, that all family-maſters are 
ards, and all ſtewards muſt be accountable 
conſider, within how little a time we areC 
one of us to be called to an account: Wit 
vyou do in your ſtation, as governor or g 
ed in ſuch a family? Prepare, that you 
be capable of rendring a good account, 
count comfortable to yourſelves. 

7. Conſider, that there cannot be 4 % 
omen of a good ſtate of things coming 
if we could ſee that take effect, wil 
been deſigned and endeavoured by 197 
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ints of God at this time, upon the ſubject 
\mily-rcligion. There could not be a more 
ling token to us. God hath touched the 
is of thoſe who are aſſociated in the work 
hegoſpel among us all at once, by a kind 


and 
t be 
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c na to cry up family- religion: If this 
n a have its good effect, (and why ſhould 
lecy or hope it will:) we cannot have a better 
too n for good. The cry of wickedneſs is loud: 
| (Wc cry of prayer, when it ſhall come to be 
wil 


nited a cry, ſhall prevail and be louder; 
will draw down bleſſings. - The cry of 
edneſs is calling for wrath and vengeance, 
he vials to be pourcd out upon us: But if 
any houſes, as there arc in London, wherc- 
gion is profeſſed, ſhould really become 
any oratories, houſes of prayer; it is to 
oped there will be ſo many louder cries 
dag up to heaven for mercy. If there had 
flity, torty, thirty, twenty, nay ten righ- 
b perſons in Sodom ; that would have pre- 
for mercy upon that city. If ſo many 
bleſs religion in London, would but prac- 
and this part of it in particular, to ſet 
on work with importuuity and fervor in 
icreral families; in'this reſpect vox populz 
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or ex De: The voice of a praying people 
at J0% fel the voice of God bleſſing us from a- 


ount, g anc cclling us that you have prevailed, 


urle of wrath is ſtopped, the decree rever- 
yet is heard, and that you ſhall ſee Lon- 
* c of your ſolemnities à quiet habi- 
This is faid by way of antwer to the 
people, 
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people, who are brought in at the begink 
iſa. 33. 2. praying, O Lord, be graciuh 
ws, let thine arm be awakened for ut 
morning. Here was daily prayer aſccndityi 
going up. It follows in ver, 20. Lon 
Zion the City of our ſoiemnit ies, thin 
ſpall fee Neruſalem a quiet habitation, | 
bernacle that ſhall not be taken down, wil 
of the ſtakes thereof ſtall ever be rem 
neither ſhall any of the cords thereof ben 
And ſo many prayers aſcending out d 
many ſeveral families of London, will bel 
bingers to thole, from whom thoſe pil 
proceeded , and in whoſe ſouls they 
tormed and inwrought : Such praying 
ſhall aſccnd at length and follow their pl 
And if we who arc now here afſcmbletl 
not this hope, what are we here for! 
do we wor'hip ; if this be not our hops] 
our ſouls ſhall follow our adoration? 
know we are to be here but a little W 
We ſend up prayers, deſires and praiſes] 
in our aſſembly, in the hepc and cxperl 
that we ſhail follow the prayers and ft 
which aſcend out of our aſſembly ed 
long, Werſhip God with the ſame hohe 
expectation in your families, that vu 
{elves ſhall e cr long follow your praſ® 
praiſes aſcending rom thence alſo. 
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